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CHAP. I. 

Blind Man and Bog againjl Potticar 
• and Pajiry Cook. 

^>* TV ^ y new acquaintance the apo- 
^ xVX thecary w^s about four foot 
i^ and an inch high \ not but that he 
"I-,was defigncd by nature to have been 
3 a taller man, but by a hurt received 
^ e'^her in the womb, or when he was 
Jv very young, his legs ftand a full foot 
o VoL.IL B north- 
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north-eaft of his body 5 fo that if a 
perfon happens to be in a direct line 
betwixt you and him, you cither fee 
a body fwimming in the air without 
any legs to fupport it, or a pair of 
legs walking by themfelves without 
any body belonging to them. I was 
wondering to myfelf that he (hould 
fqueeze me up in fuch company as a 
brace of clyfter-pipes ; but I foon 
found that inftead of being an aflfront, 
it was defigned as a compliment, for 
he took immenfe care of his clyfter- 
pipes, becaufe they were the fupport 
of his (hop, his proper height to ad- 
minifter having brought him very 
great bufinefs in that branch. The 
day after I came into his polfeflion, 
as he was ftanding not far from a 
noted paftry- cook's, rubbing his 
forehead, to conficjer whether he 
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fliould perform his pipe-operation ot\ 
Lady Broadftern, or firft blifter my 
Lady Drowfey— and then proceed 
to bombard the rear of Lady Broad- 
ftern. Whilll I fay he was ftandiog 
ft ill to debate this weighty point, up 
convcs the blind tnan's dog, followed 
by his mafter : the dog was a well 
taught fenfible animal, that knew that 
if he walked between any man's legs, 
his mafter was rather too big to fol- 
low, he therefore always carefully 
avoided that path ; as for the wo- 
men's legs they were guarded by 
their petticoats, clfe perhaps his 
mafter would have had no objedion 
to following that track : but be that 
as it may, the dog was taught to go 
between no body's legs at all ; if 
therefore he was'obliged to fqtieeze 
ever fo clofe, he always kept cither 
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6h this or t\)ther fide of all he nwt 
or overtook : now it fo happened, 
that though he went on the outfide 
of both the apothecary's kgs, yet he 
had not fagacity enough to obfervc 
he was exaftly under his body, of 
confequence the blind man follow- 
ing in a direft line, came iT^ith fuch 
a bump againft the little bfandifher 
of clifter-pipcs — that he fent him 
head foremoft overpoor Tray.— Now 
Tray, like Talgors bear, taking man 
for his friend, never expeftcd an at- 
tack from that quarter, he was there- 
fore much vexed, and began to roar 
and caper about tiU he had entangled 
the leather ilrap three or four times 
tound one of little Gally-pot's legs ; 
this totally prevented his getting up^ 
for the blind man hearing his dog 
Was in jeopardy retreated feveral 

ftcps^ 



fHxpi^ in order to pull him out of 
danger, of confequence he dragge4 
both dog and Potticar together, i( 
was now the two legfd animal's turn 
to roar out for help ; as he copld not 
fee what was the matter, he thought 
the (jog was running away with him, 
and where he might ftop the man of 
phyfic could not guefs ; befide$ his 
great hat and ilifF-rump'd wig were 
Ifift already at five or fix yards dif- 
tance ^ for all which cauf^s and con- 
fideratioAS he rp^ired like a man for 
help; the dog joined in concert, he 
wanted help too^ the more nolfe they 
made tb^ fafter the blind man re*- 
ueated, wbilft his hurry made him 
feel no difference Ixtween the weight 
of his dog alone, and dog and Potti*. 
car Jpined together ; bi^t by great 
Igck fpr xh^ bolus-turner, the pailry- 

B 3 cook 
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cook happened to be in his (hop,' 
where all paftry-cooks ought to be ; 
he heard the roaring and faw the 
mob laughing, for they, good crea- 
tures, would have let the blind man 
have walk'd backwards with his load 
into Fleet-ditch, or a mile further, 
and have enjoyed it all the way : but 
the paftry^nian had humanity, be- 
fides he chanced to know little Bo- 
lus ; fo out he comes out with his 
venifon-knife in his hand, and be- 
fore you could fay, Wilkes for ever ! 
cut the leather thong direftly in two, 
down went the blind man backwards, 
and in his fall overfet a publican's 
maid juft croffing the-foot-path with 
two full pots of porter in her hands ; 
one of which, in her fright and en- 
deavours to fave herfelf, (he threw 
as high as the pcnthoufe, from whence 

it 
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it fell with part of its contents on 
the brufh beaver of a fmugg parfon^ 
who was juft coming up with defign 
to fqueezc through the croud. Whe- 
ther he was hurrying to make in- 
tercft for a Icfturelhip, or dinner 
was upon the table, time muft dif- 
. cover, one of the two it certainly was, 
orthe doftor would never have ven«. 
tured to fqueeze his canonical Bufby 
and ftilF bands through fuch a 
crowd. 

The good people that were follow- 
ing the parfon thought fqme body 
had paid him the compliment from 
the dining-room window of the houfe 
he was then under, and had the fafh 
been open would have joined with 
the church in d^mqlifhing the win- 
dows by way of fatisfadion : luckily 
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for the miftcr of the houfe the fadje* 
>vere aill down, arid it not being picyf- 
iible for a quart pot to come through 
the gld^s Without making a hole, the 
Windows efcaped, and the fJaffOn fell 
to tubbing the fceer oA his hat, tlH he 
had opportunity Of rfiaking fiirthet 
enquiry, when the girl dohiing to 
look Tor her pOt explained the wholfe 
affair. 

The comedy was now drawmg to 
a period, but concluded rather tra-* 
gically to fome of the parties, for the 
blrnd rtian loft his dog •, hondl Tray 
refehting his ill ufage, ran quite off 
with half the ftra'p, leaving the other 
half in his mafter^s handto^ide hifti 
home; the fplay-footed apothecary 
loft both his Irat and. wig, but thit 
nobody- wonders at that ^knaws Lon- 
don} 
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dbh ; and the girl loft her pewter 
pot, fotne pious thief carried it off 
with defign to melt it as a punifh- 
ment for facrilegioufly aflaulting a 
member of the church. The mo- 
bility now finding that all the fun, 
as they cilled it, was O^er, began 
to difperfe ; the parfon recolleding 
that dmner might be growing cold, 
trip'd off very nimbly ; the blind 
man gr op'd his road^ gl'uidbKng for 
the lofs of his dog, but feem'd to 
^et forward' as well without him as 
with him ; the charitable paftry-codc 
took the bandy-leg'd apothecary in- 
to his back parlour, and equipped 
him with his own Sunday wigg and 
hat, in which he cut To curious a 
figure, that, before he reached his <^wn 
ihop, hewas very near being feized 
for a baboon juft broke loofe from 

his 
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his mafter, and I believe there w^s at 
leaft forty boys at his heels that fol- 
lowed to know whether it was fo or 
not. 



CHAP. II. 

Clyjler pipes dorCt always fmell fweei^ 

TH E little potion-mixing man 
had no fopncr reached his ftiop, 
but he inftantly changed the paftry- 
cook's flaxen Adonis for a neW Dal- 
mahoy, which he had luckily pur- 
chafed two days before : it lay dreflcd 
in a box ready for any grand occa- 
fion, and never was occaGon more 
prefling than the prcfent ; an hour 
had been loft in this dreadful IcufHe, 
apd both the clyfter and blifter pa- 
tients 
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tknts bad fcnt to know what was be* 
c6me of him ; away he walked in the 
new Dalmahoy, which did not be-* 
come him fp well when walking as 
the ftiff-rump*d phyfical fliort bob 
which he had loft ; but feated in a 
chariot would have added much to 
his confequence ; my evil ftar carried 
him to Lady Broadftern's firft, where, 
after having performed his operation, 
his eagernefs to get to Lady Drow- 
fey's made him clap the clyftcr-pipe 
unwafh'd into its cafe again. I did 
not like fuch company, and found 
myfelf rather worfe off than in the 
tape woman's fnufF-box ; but Pa- 
tience was always my beft friend, I 
call'd her to my afliftance, and fhe 
came ; but was forced to flop her 
nofe all the time fhe ftaid to comfort 
me : however, when I was near the laft 

g#3 



gai]p, I fclt'the lid qf the cafe open J 
Ichought as people otit of luck will 
be always turning the worft (ide ton 
wards them, that he was perhaps go- 
ing to operate with the other pipe^ 
and return him in the fame condition^ 
that they, might not quarrel about 
which had the higheft Savso^r ; but 
it was no fi!ich thing ; the dmggtft 
hfld called to ke if Bokis had ex-^ 
amined his laft bill of parccih, whicb 
was as much 33 to fay> you xmy pay 
me if you pleafe* Bolus tOQJk the 
hint i he was €%ad: in his dealings 
th^ug^ not in his iQiape ; faap wenfi 
the lidof the pipe-cafe^ and QUtcamjB 
I into the open air, 4k> my great joy 
you may believe. The 4ruggift did 
not keep me three houra in Jiis 
pocket-book ; he had a girl in Mar- 

jgarei-ftrect, who he Jhid w^^ moft 

faithful 
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faithful creature to him, that nigfit 
he delivered tne into her hands. I 
found her qualifications exceeded the 
charafter he gave her, for Ihe wa* 
not only faithful to him, but to fif- 
teen or fixteen more. She might be 
faithful to Ibme others for ought I 
know, but as I (laid with her only 
three days, fixteen were the moft 
that I few. By her I was given to a 
tall hard favoured fellow with a cock^ 
ade in his hat ; he ufed to threfii her 
every now and then, and that pretty 
tightly, for which reafon fhe let himr 
fleep with her for nothing, and paid 
him into the bargain. Many a good 
guinea did he. extort from this poor 
young creature, who worked hard 
enough, God knows, for her money ; 
for the ways of vice are not fuch 
pleafantways as people imagine. The 

fellow 
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fellow was a bubble at cards, he 
thought himfeif a good player, and 
was a difmal bad one ; ten guineas 
out of the note did he lofe that night 
at whift, but as the winner could not 
give him change, I ftill remained in 
his poflcflion ; he returned in a very 
ill humour an hour foonerthan ufual 
to Mifs Diana's lodgings. It hap- 
pened that a brewer had popped in 
from S — d — h; he had juft agreed 
with her for as much of her mer- 
chandize as would amount to the fum 
of one pound one ; whether fhe dealt 
in gauzes, or blond laces, or cam- 
brick, or holland, or ribbons, I can- 
not pofitively tell, but fhe was juft 
going to meafure off his quantity, 
when they were interrupted by a 
Voice, faying, ** Damn the fcoundrel, 
" what bufinefs has he here, Til foon 

** kick 
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^* kick him down flairs'*. The 
brewer by good luck had his fword 
on ; for city brewers, city bakers, 
city brokers, city mercers, city cut- 
lers, city drapers, and city bum- 
bailiffs, aU clap fwords acrofs their 
docks when they come to this end 
of the town ; but our brewer was a 
gentleman as well as a ma(ber of 
malt, he kne\y how to handle his 
fword, and had courage enough to 
do it. The maid had told Captain 
Cockade that her miftrefs was en- 
gaged with a gentleman, who would 
not ftay above half an hour ; fhe had 
feen the brewer before, and knew he 
liked to be expeditious in his bud- 
nefs, whether he was • leaking on or 
off. The noble felfdubb'd Captain 
being in a crofs humour, anfwer'd in 

• Leaking on, is a term in brewing. 

the 
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the polite falhionable fpecch I have 
mentioned, and began to mount up 
flairs : he no doubt had met with 
bold fparks, that on fight of his ter- 
rible CQckade and fierce little hat, had 
fneakiqgly begged pardon and march- 
ed ofF; but our brewer was not 
Jbrew'd from pale malt, he had been 
in Germany, and feen battles, and 
bloodlhed, and plundering, and 
blundering, and .contrafts, and com^ 
|)a6ts, and all forts of warlike tricks^ 
(for warlike tricks keep pace with 
peaceable tricks all the ye^r round) ; 
befides he had heard cannons roar hy 
hundreds, the found of a pop-gua 
had no other efieft upon him than 
the roaring of the furnace under. his 
own copper has upon the contents 
within it, as the lad makes the liquor 
bpil, lb the firfi: made his choler rife 

till 
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till it began to work like his own 
guile-fat, he fnatch'd up his whiniard, 
and getting clofe to the door, juft as 
the captain entered, he faluted him 
with fo handfome a dowfe on the 
jaws, that it loofen'd two of his fore- 
teeth 5 then retreating drew his ftiin- 
ing blade, and putting himfelf in a 
pofture of defence, cries, " You 
** kick him down flairs ! fcoundrel, 
" draw.'* — Whether the captain, like 
Bobadill, was planet-ftruck, or he did 
^ not like the fample of the brewer's 
knuckles, or it was not his fighting- 
day, or what was the matter, I won't 
fay; but the cockade- carrier could 
not for his foul get his right hand to 
move towards his fword : on which, 
finding his courage, like a court- 
friend, forfook him, when he had 
nxoft occafion for it, he very cooly 
Vol. IL C afk'd 
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aik'd the confumer of hops, what ht 
gave him that blow for ? " for your- 
** felf," anfwers the brown-ftout 
vender. " I defign'd it for your 
" own ufe intirely." " Very well," 
replies the captain, " and you fee I 
" have taken it quietly, becaufe I 
" would not make a difturbance in 
*' this lady's houfe." 

Nothing is more certain th^n that 
all women defpife a coward. Thechafte 
Diana, who valued her favourite only 
becaufe Ihe thought he could have 
eaten a crocodile for his breakfaft, 
or broiled half a dozen Tartars, whif- 
kers and all, on a gridiron for his din- 
ner^ could not curb her tongue, 
when (lie faw him cut fuch a fneak- 
ing figure. " Whar, fays fhe, have 
'' I fuffered myfclf to be threflied to 

'^ a mum^ 
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V. a mummy by a cowarcj ? You 
paltry rogue, you can fight a 
wpqian bravely, but dare a,:^ well 
be hanged, I fee, as face a man.** 
What, fays the brewer, did he cvet; 
beat you, Di ? You might have 
V known him a caward by that ; but 
*' I'll have full revenge for you out 
*' of his bones." Will you, thinks, 
the noble captain, who had fideled 
clpfe to the door ; but I'll take care 
qf that. Upon which he madq but 
one ftep to the (lair- head, and two 
qipre to the bottom, frotp whence he 
was out at the ftreet-door in lefs time 
than a fwallow could have flown pyer 
the fame fpace of ground. The 
brewer then haying little time to 
fpare, got her to meafure thp one 
and twenty (hillings worth of goods 
he had bargained for ^ which bufinefs 

C2 ihc 
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Ihc foon difpatched, and then told 
him he was kindly welcome wlien- 
cver he had occafion for any of her 
merchandize ;• but he fhould- never 
pay a farthing, for he had dtlivered 
her from a fellow that fquandcred 
her money fatter than (he could eara 
it, though no body, fhe was fore, 
worked harder for it than fhe did. 
The confumer of hops admired the 
poor unhappy creature's fpirit fo- 
much^ that he made her take two 
guineas inftead of one, and marched 
home as will contented as if he bad 
fubfcribed them to an hofpital, and 
had his name in print for the inoney. 

• # 

A certain clergyman, from what 
part of his majefty*s dominions he 
came, whether, north, fouth, eaft, 
or weft, lam not certain, but weft • 
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k may be fuppofcd, very gravely 
told his congregation, that one mif- 
fbrtune never came alone, but the 
greateft was always attended by a 
greater. In what part of the Old or 
New Teftament he found this I am 
not learned enough to determine : if 
Solomon faid fo, I (hall never dif- 
pute ir^ for he was a wife man, which 
is more than I am for taking pains 
to write this, or you, Mr* Reader, 
for reading it : but (ince I am in 
for it rU go on, though, like feveral 
others, as clever fellows as myfelf, I 
know I am doing- wrong with my 
eyes open. But do not let me inter- 
rupt myfelf ; an author can meet with 
interruptions enough from other peo- 
ple ; for if duns, bailiffs, and empty 
bellies are not interruptions enough, 
I do not know what interruptions 

C 3 are* 
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are. But to my tale. — If captairi 
Cockade had heard the' parfon's fer- 
mon, the misfortunes of that night 
Would have convinced him the 
preacher Wa^ a witch; for his great 
misfortune of lofing ten guineas was 
fticceetJed by the Ibfs both of his 
petticoat-pen fion' arid two of his teeth, 
which he then thought the greateft 
misfortune; but this was Hill fuc- 
tended by a greater, for in crofljng 
Tyburn-road he was khocked down 
by two foot pads, who found nothing 
in his breeches pocket but me, for 
unluckily he had put me there as the 
fafeft place. This fhews the ihort- 
nefs of human forefight : had I been 
crammed into his coat or waillcoat 
pocket, as wafte paper, I (hould have 
efcaped ; but as it was I became a 
"prey to two of the moil abandoned 

black- 
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blackguard fcoundrels that ever in- 
habited the blind allcysof St. Giles's, 
whither they immediately retired to 
a night-cellar J the landlord of which, 
after enquiring what fort of a perfon 
they borrowed the note from, rightly 
judged Mr. Cockade knew no more 
of the number than he did of He- 
jfarew, fo confcientioufly gave them 
five guineas for it : but knowing, 
from experience, that no time was to 
be loft in dangerous expeditions, he 
went next morning pretty ^arly with 
an afs and a pair of panniers, as ifjuft 
come out of the country, to a gro- 
cer's, a good diftance from his den, 
.and bought as much fugar and other 
.things ufeful to him as came to four 
or five pounds, took change, and 
then, with a harmlefs looking phyz, 
afked them where he might find a 

C 4 good 
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good lemon fliop ? The grocer re- 
commended him to an acquaintance 
in the next (Ireer, and civilly (hewed 
him where to turn : but Mr. Hum- 
phry Thiefden (for that was his 
pame) no fooner got out of fighr, 
but he jc'up'd his companion home- 
ward as faft as the gravity of the ani- 
mal would permit him to go, and 
foon landed his cargo in his den. I 
was left with the grocer, greatly re- 
joiced to be delivered out of the 
hands of Mr. Thiefden, in whofe 
cave I Taw, in three hours time, fo 
much wretchednefs, drunkennefs, 
lewdnefs, and all kinds of debauch* 
cry, joined with the moft horrid blaf- 
phemous oaths, that I cannot help 
thinking that Providence, for reafons 
beft known to itfelf, fufFers a certain 
number of fiends from hell to take 

pofleflSon 
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poffeffion of human bodies. If Whit- 
field has the difpofal of fo much fire 
and brimftone as he talks of, I wifh 
he would fpare a little of it to fmoke 
that den of thieves. But the fubjeft 
is too difagreeable to dwell upon, fo 
ril e'en difmifs it and end my chap* 
tcr. 



CHAP. III. 

Better to repent late than never. 

I A M now got into the hands of 
of my new friend the grocer. 
Who would not be a bank note to 
have fuch a quick fuccefiion of ad- 
ventures and acquaintance ? I would 
not, fays a cuftard-eating alderman. 
Why not, fays I, and pleafe your 
worfliip ? Bccaufe, friend^ fays he, 

your 
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your lives are fo (hort, few furvive 
the year, but not one in fifty live to 
be two years old. Two years old ! 
fays I ; why that, and pleafe your 
wcrOrip, is equal to your two hun- 
dred 5 time is mcafured only by the 
flower or quicker fuccefliop of 'ideas. 
A fparrow that dies of old age at the 
end of four or five years, performs 
fome particular feats oftener than 
any man that lives to the age of four- 
fcore, and has been as ufcful to his 
• generation. Who will pretend to 
fay that a fly, which exifts but a 
fiiort fummep, has not had as many- 
amours and form'd as many fchemes 
as the oldcft ftatefman of theiti all^ 
•and at the latter part of his lifd has 
his limbs as much emaciated with 

• 

►age, and his brain as much exhauft- 
cd with vile fchemes, as that great 

patriot 
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patriot of moft infamous memory 
Lord Br-. Who will fay,— but hold, 
it's a folly to go on, for I perceive my 
cuftard-belly'd friend, the alderman, 
is faft a fleep already, 

' I return therefore to my new friend 
the grocer. He was a man of bu- 
iinefs : as he lock'd me up in his 
delk I heard him fay to his wife, that 
fugar, my dear, was for eledion 
punch in the country, you therefore 
might have clap'd t'other halfpenny 
a. pound upon it. I did put a penny, 
fays thb wife, and that was pretty 
'well I thought. So it was, fays he, 
for any body elfe ; but we cannot 
charge parliament-men too much, for 
at the bottom they are all — jaft then 
the dcfk clofed, and I could not hear 

the 
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the laft word, but every reader many 
judge for himfelf what it was. ^ 

The grocer never flopped circula- 
tion long, he paid me the next day 

to a fugar-baker, in -. ftreet^ a 

plodding, fober, faving man ; and« 
though he was a bachelor, he never 
went to any wicked bawdy-houfcs, 
but commonly hired a good ftout 
country wench to be a maid of all 
work, viz. to drcfs his viduajs, make 
his bed, and fleep with him, &c. 
Now it commonly fell out that he 
hired fuch honeft girls that they did 
all the work of the houfe in a literal 
fcnfe, and worked both for the book- 
keeper and apprentice into the bar- 
gain, though it was more than he 
bargained for j yet it look'd well in 
the poor thing to (hew fuch a willing- 

nefs, 
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neft to be doing. Thcfe doings, how- 
ever, put the refiner of brown fugar 
to the expcnce of fending the girl 
once a year to fee her aunt in the 
country, for her working fo hard, 
both for matter and men, conftantly 
occafioned a tympany, which abouc 
two months country air perfectly cur- 
ed her of, and file always returned as 
brifk and as ready to go about her 
bufinefs as ever. By this means the 
faving ftigar-bakcr liad already five 
bantlirgs at nurfe '^t Smoke Dung- 
hill farm, at half a crown a head; 
Whether they were the fruits of his 
own work, or the joint labours of the 
family, I wo'nt pretend to fay -, buc^ 
as the girl was really fo honeft as ta 
work for none but themfclvcs, it was 
a real family-affair, and the old wo- 
man with truth might fay there was. 

a great 
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a great fanbily-likcnefs iaaill the ch\U^ 
drcru She was juft returned from a, 
country expedition, as frefh as a roft^ 
vfhea I came to pay them a viQt,^ and. 
findijig the melter of fugar growing, 
more' fond of her, thelefs able he was. 
ta fhew it, the natural cunninoj of 
ihekx began to work; fbe firft turn'dj 
methodift ; then, by the advice of the> 
old chairwoman that ufcd to do the 
bufinefs of the houfe in her abfence, 
fbe confulted the dodtor about the 
fcheme (he had laid. He examined 
her clofely, very clofely indeed, then 
gave her his blefling, abfolution, and 
advice, (for which fhe gave him two 
guineas.) Accordingto his directions 
fhe artfully brought the fugar-baker 
to go a ad hear the pious dodtor, who 
raifed fuch fcruples in his confcience, 
that, after a very p^thetip difcourfe 

levelled 
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levelled all at the demoliflier of fugar' 
moulds, and for which (he was to 
pay pretty handfomely, he pioufly 
rcfolved no longer to kad fuch a 
wicked life, but take her to his bo- 
fom, for better and worfe, having had, 
as he thought, a very fair trial of her: 
and I think fo too ; what do you 
think, gentle reader ? 

The marriage-day being fixed, 
away went I a fccond time into a 
mercer's hands for a wedding gown ; 
but here I fetched only forty (hillings 
change -, the good woman refolved her 
wedding gown (bould be (it for a 
fugar-balccr^s lady. I could not help 
admiring the prudence of this cun- 
ning female, who not only took care 
to turn her matter into a hu(band, 

when 
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when he grew good for nothirtg die, 
but fecured to hcrfelf a reinforcement 
in the doftor ; for at the firft ex-» 
amination he had convinced her he 
i/jras both able and willing to dire6t 
the bodies a3 well a$r the fouls of bis 
hearers, and at a vifit or two after, 
proved to her that he never prbmifcd 
more than he could perform. My 
parting from them to go to the mer- 
cer prevents me giving a furtfiier 
account of this happy family, only I 
know both the book- keeper andap* 
prentice were received into the num- 
ber of the cled ; fo there is no doubt 
but the fugar-man's buGnefs in all 
branches goes on fwimmingly. Be- 
fore T left them they had begun to be 
a little noify in iinging pfalms three 
or four times a day, and fome wick- 
ed 






ed neighbours talked of indiding 
them for a nuifance, but I believe 
their threats will Come to nothing. 

C H A P. IV. 

flejh andguis no fence againft Cupid's 

darts. 

THE (ilk mercer to whom I was 
paid prov'd as jolly a fellow as 
Sir Snoringham Hopfack, the huf- 
band to Jack's father's coufin; and 
the. wife of this mercer rather exceed- 
ed Lady Hopfack in belly, fo that 
for ten years paft they had not been 
able to touch one another with their 
faces foremod, otherwife than, like 
two billiard-balls, in the extreme 
parts ofjheir circles ; they had there- 
fore given up all thoughts of meet- 
VoL. II. D ing 
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ing face to face to do any good for 
the lall ten years. Madam eomfort- 
cd herfelf with a glafs of excellent 
cinnamon-water now and then in lieu 
of matrimonial comforts, and the 
mercer fnioa^'d as much tobacco as 
brought the king an annual duty of 
forty (hillings, bcfides prime coftj 
both thefe wete very drying articles, 
and which Cupid has always forbid 
his votaries from meddling with ; he 
therefore faw the mercer puff, and 
his wife lift her hand to her head 
with indignation, and was rcfolved 
to be even with one or both. An 
opportunity foon happened ; the land- 
lady of the houfe where the mercer 
every evening fent up fuch clouds 
of incenfe had juft got a riiece of her's 
out of the country to aflift her in the 
bar : the feat from whence Jolly Boy 

fcnt 
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4ent thofe^zhalattdns of ma'tidungus, 

^xa6lly fac'd that ^arc of the bar 

wherp the niece ftaofl. Cupid tmk 

h'l^Hmd upoa one tf die girl's flioyl- 

<Jers for Ibui' cm:' five ^nights tog^theri 

but found the mercer fo entelop'd in 

fn)oak: that he couH take no mannfer 

of aim at. him ; but on the eighth 

flight, as he was filling a frdh pip^, 

thougb be f(;ldom was longer abdtut 

that bufinels than whilft yovl coiild 

count ten, the arch mifchtef-making 

4ifchin took fueh good aim, that the 

arrow hit htm fmack under his left 

pap, and made the fame kind of 

noife as a Greenland fiiherman's har-^ 

ppon doth when it enters into th^ 

blubber of a whale. Now I haVt 

heard thatjthe mone ^ whak flriv^isi 

to get rid of the weapon, the tmri 

he fucks it in, till at laft it reaches h\i 

Dz vitals: 
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vkals : fo it fared with cmf ifcekCQii 
of a mercer i Cupid might as well 
have attempted to batter down Edin^ 
borgh-caftlc' with arrows tipt with 
lead iflftead of gold, as have reached 
his heart through that quantky of 
blubber which guarded it ; but fh<; 
urchin knew, that wbale-like,\ wbei) 
once wounded, he wotrld do his owf| 
bu(inefs» by fucking it in ; fo gai(|S 
himfelf no more trouble about it. H^ 
would have (hot the girl with one of 
his leaden darts^ which caufe the coir^ 
trary palTion to love, but he tbougb| 
the mercer's fat gut fufficient t^ 
keep her from falling in love with 
his paunch *, and in both cafe« h$ 
judged right, for the mercer footi 
fucked the arrow quite through his 
liver and lights, and made a bole 
in his heart big enough for one of the 

Sadler's- 
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Sadkr'i- Wells youAg tamblers > to 
htttip through. He was now never eafy 
ODtef* he was (£tna like) belching 
6ikt clouds of fmoak in his fair one's 
ftce. His wife wondered what Was chef 
Matter with him, he attended an hour- 
ibbner and came home an hour later 
fhait^ufual ; whilit the poor girl wiih'd 
liitti at the devil for keeping her and 
her aunt up every night an hour 
Idrtge^ than ordinary \ for now he was 
always the laft to go, and ufed td be 
the firft. By accident I was his com« 
panion all this time, for he kept me 
in his pocket with defign to prefent 
me to his Dulcinea, which he did 
One night as he went out. She was 
alone in the bar. He bid her buy 
ribbons and fans with me. The girl 
Ihewed me to her aunt, who not fuf- 
|)e£ting poor Guts had.fuch a hcde in 

D 3 his 
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hii plwck, judged he wanted chaftgd 
a^aioft his: reckomog» £> feat himi 
nineteen pounds eighteen 0iiUiags.< 
and three pence, as fooo as (he got) 
up next morning. .What apCwer 
Trujadte belly retuf n'd I do noi learn,: 
fpr Heforcthe mseflfenger returned ihe^ 
jftid; roe a^ty to her coal tnercbwtji 
\jfh<>, c^ried na^ to Srmitbfl^lci'io pw-r 
chafeia ^rt-lvoffe. He tried^ I ibeJiicye,^ 
t)9j[wt-y^ and at Uft boiight oqq thaci 
polled like a dragoncj ga/ver^ Mhw 
llx^peAce to lead him. hon>e with hioib^ i 
kay ing me in • the hands of one of the 
keeneft rogues that in£e0: Smith iteld^ 
Ijcould.not find pui; what the feUow 
wasla^ughing. atfor the. fkftfiye mi- 
xmif^s aftier I catpe into his pofl^flion^ 
bj^t I fo»on under ftood that the h<meft^ 
coaUn^encbaot had given twenty 
pounds. £cH! a hocfe he had ordered r 

- his 
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his own fervant to fell for three about 
fix weeks before, beciufe he was fo 
broktfn^-winded he could not work* 
How did you^fet him fo well ? fays 
a brother jockey : I never was fo hard, 
put to it in my life, fays Keenfidei. 
rii fet moft horfes to ftand eight, ten^ 
•or twelve hours; but this devil's 
wind was fo far gone, I could fcarce 
get hiith to ftaind the fale : but in an 
hour's time Pli ^nfwer for him he'll 
blow the tiles off the coal-merchant's 
liable, if 'tis a fmall one. Fine do- 
ing, thinks I : — thus the world goes 
round, the jockey cheats the coal- 
merchanr, and the coal-merchant, to 
make it up, rob^ all his cuftomers by 
fhort meafure. — What numbers of 
rogues in this world fay ydu f what 
nutt^rs indeed I reply. 

D4 CHAR 



.'' > 



1 40 ;j- 

"' , - i» 

CHAP. V- 



iSj/^xr continually baiting traps f$r tbe^"^ 

. righteous. 

THE broken- windec} horfc-fet* 
tcr'paid me to a brother^ 
fwitcb, who inclofed me in a letter c^^^ 
his wife, a pretty young creature^ 
whom he had left in the country 
quite pennylefs; i(^ I^tpqk the other 
trip into Yprkfliire. It is impoffible : 
to defcribe the pjeafure thayparkled 
in her eyes on receiving fo feaibnablo 
a fupply, for I found (he had given up 
all hopes of cither feeing, or hearing 
from her hufband again. . She Jiad 
been forced to borrow a guinea of a 
yoi^ng ^Iverfmith her neighbour, ^qd 
the Jewilh rogue had already gotten 

above five guineas worth of kiflfes for 

- ■ ■ 



it, reckoning them but at half acrown 
a dozen. I had not been in her hands 
hdfaii hour before Demetrius came 
on the old errand, to a(k her how (he 
did; and get half a fcore kifles, wQ£i|i 
at le^ft half a guinea a piece^ fornd- 
thing ! but when fhe pulled me out, 
.atfd with a grave face begged he would 
pay himfelf, and give her the change, 
yob Would be furprized what an alte- 
ration there was in his countenance. 
lie fneak^d home to fetch the caih i 
but, inftead of faying, Madam, 1 hope 
yoij' wo'h't thuik of repaying that 
trifle till yotn: hufband returns, which 
a man of fpirit that h^d gpt fo'many 
Rifles ought to havfe done, tie, true 
fliop-keepcr-Iike,br6ughthcreifiijteen 
guineas and afhilting, leaving h;s own 
guinea faft under lockafncl key at 
|)oinei and, for' rear a generous fit 

Ihould 
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ibould feize him, lefc me behind to 
guard the guinea. 1 fancy he did 
not like his reception, for he return^ 
ed diredly and opened and (hut hi$ 
drawer two or three times in a great 
hurry, as if he Was in a paffion; 

What had * difcomfrontled the gen- 
tleman fo nfluch I never could learn, 
becaufe a quaker juft then coming in 
with a pjece of paper in his hand, 
^hich 1 found was a receipt for 
twenty piounds, Demetrius* whip*d 
mfe gut of the drawer, and in his 
pafflon throwing me at the quaker's 

head, cries. There d n your 

formal face, there's your money for 

• N. B. The author thinks he has as great a 
title to coin words as the great Do6tor any-body ; 
and whether he takos his degree or not, he de« 
Claris he Will do it whenever hepleafes. 

you, 
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yoa, you ftiff-rump*d fim of a I>-*4i $ 
a man had better owe money to the 
clei^il than a quaker $ you are as punc- 
lual in fctchmg your money as thtf 
black gentleman will be in fetching 
your hypocritioal fools when |»y*day 
comes. I could not help thiirklng 
this- melter of crowin and half-crown 
pieces a very palflonate fettow^, but^ 
boneft Yea an[d Nay very cooly put 
merinto his pocket«book, andfaid, 
Thee att not a»gfy ^Ih nrte, I hope, 
ffiend ? and walked vciy deliberate- 
ly out (tf the fliop^ 

I found my friend Obediah was, as 
Demetrius faid, the moft ftiflF-rump*d, 
pious- looking, fdrmaldog of a quak- 
er that ever fqui)it^d under the fkirts 
of a broad-brim'd hat.— — Tht man 
moved exadlly like a piece of clock- 
work. 
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^ork, his hand would be two minirtdl 
ill finding its way into his breeches 
pocket, and above three in coming 
•Qut again, if be had any money t6 
pay. This thing was a bolder-forch 
at the meeting -houfe of the faithful ; 
he put me with great deliberation in* 
to his pocket-book, where I remain- 
ed very quiet, and for a fortnight 
faw Obediah every day move from 
his houfe to his oil-mill (for he was a 
manufacturer of rapefeed oil) and 
from thence about his preachments! 
and other occafions, without a fingle 
variation either in his ftep or fea* 
turcs. • 

One day as Obediah was returning 
home from a market-town, which waS 
about half a mile from the houfe hc^ 
dwelt in, he faw a crowd of people 

going 
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going In -ajod coming out ofonedf 
the iiabicacioits of the wicked. Find- 
ing ic was a fale of goods, the fpiric 
moved him to walk in : juft then a 
plain ftuff fettee was going oflf for 
a very trifle, Obcdiah judgiog it 
would fomidi one fide of his dining- 
rpom very cheap, bid the Other fhil . 
ling, and got it. In the evening he 
fent his mill-man for it, (who was like^ 
wife one of the faithful) ; little did the 
?rufher of rapefeed ; think that his 
mafter had bought the devil, and he 
was bringing him on hrs back inclofed 
in the fettee* Obediah was fo new- 
fangled with his purchafe, that he 
ufcd to loll very often upon it. His 
houfe-kc;eper, or chambermaid, or 
maid of all work, call her which y^oa 
pleafe, was a comely dame of about 
two and twenty •, (he moved as ft iff 

a& 
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;is herxnafter, and never mifled the 
meetings of the faints, not only at 
Obediah's holding-forth-days, but 
likewife to club fome hums and fobs 
at a lilent meeting. This good foul 
thinking the wicked ones, for whom 
thcfe machines were firi^ invented^ 
had no hereditary tide to ipore e^ 
than the faithful, uifcd to loll an hour 
6r two every ^aftjsrpppn upon it. One 
d^y ike felt (Qmethinjg hard under her 
ililbowy which pn^ further examination 
j^e found to be a book very cunning- 
ly concealed amongft the (luffing ; it 
proved to be the Memoirs of **♦♦. 
I fhall foon fee, fays Tabitha, after 
Raiding the title, what fort of pleafures 
il^c prophane fpend their time in. 
Acccxrdingly fhe re^d, and turned over^ 
^nd read, and fpit on her thunib and 
turned Qvcr again i all family affairs 

were 



[ 47 3 

.were negleftcd, and Tabitha was 
: reading when Obediah came in. He 
ftared to fee no preparations made for 
tea^ and the fire gone quite out. 
What is the matter with thee, * O 
Tabitha, faith Obediah ? What art 
thee reading ? O Obediah, replieth' 
Tabitha, i have found a book in this 
wicked conveniency, fent hither by 
thee, that has fet all my blood on 
fire with anger ; for fure as thee art' 
there, the flefli Is rebelling againft the 
fpirit. Let me fee it, faith Odcdiah; 
and go thee and get tea ready. Away 
^ went Tabitha, and Obiediah began to 
read. When Tabitha brpught in the 
tea things, Obediah faid, O Tabitha, 
this book is one of Satan's moufe- 
traps ; his blood was boiling (with 
anger Ifuppofe) asmudhas her's, andf 

Satan, whofe fole delight is in laying 

Inarcs 
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/nares for the godly, taking the ad- 
vantage whilft their blood was hot on 
both fides, egg'd 'em on to make as 
profane a ufe of the fcttee,as W — f — d 
himfelf could have done, had it even 
been to convert a woman of quality. 

I could hardly believe my own eyes 
and ears i and if Obediah and Tabi« 
iha had (lopped there, I ihould have 
argued myfelf into a belief that it was 
all a dream ; but repetition upon re^ 
petition has convinced me, that when 
the devil has once got hold of the 
faithful, he makes thern move as 
nimbly in his fervice, as the mofl: 
abandoned rakes in Covent-^garden 
can do for their ears ; and I've a great 
notion Mr. Lucifer, for their encou* 
ragement, gives them equal rank^with 
Jews and Jefuits. 

HLear 
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tteaf this, O ye propliane,.'anidiiCii 
tend, d ye eleftj keep a ftriAwatch^ 
againft the tno^ diftatit approacheit 
of the Evil One ; with caution guard } 
your eyes, and clap a gfeat pad-^.* 
lock on you;: inclination$.'r— Verily I 
liid, quoth Obediah ; but who could, 
have fufpefted that the tempter lay 
•hid in the (luffing, of an old fettee ? : 

,Now Obediah is naturally a liian of . 
a good difppficion^ and though it has 
weakened the^.upi^ghtncfs not only of 
his inward but outward ii\an, yet he 
will not part with the fettee oq any 
account, ^ Jefl: Satan fliould have 
fpiawned f joung fry in it, thaf might 
raife ipfijrreftions iih^z frefh famil)j 5 ^ 
and being fepfible tha|i:^ heatjof ihe 
cnga^jjmcnt ^bctweeaiiimfelf, Satan, 
and Tabitha is partly qyerj -he truft$. 

YpLjL E that 
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that time, with a little pains-taking,, 
will allay the fever in his blood, and 
do the fame. by the pious good crea- 
ture Tabitha. Now Tabitha being, 
ten years younger than himfelf, I am 
apt to fufped he may be wide of the 
mark in regard to his handmaid ; a 
little more pains taking may quiet 
tim, but I am more than much mif- 
taken if Tabitha's blood cools again 
till due pains have been taken with 
her. 

I was very near a month in Obe- 
diah's pofTeinon, after Satan had al- 
moft levelled this broad-brim*d mor- 
tal's ftandard of uprightnefs, and beat- 
en quite flat the cheveaux de frize 
of poor Tabitha's chaftity, in which 
time the induftrious quaker kept la- 
bouring hard to cool not only his own 

but 



but his careful handmaid^s blood : 
Ism his own fide, he every day fcem'd 
to make confiderable progrefs ; but 
affairs did not, I think, fucceed 
fo well on pfoor Tabitha*s •, and 
Obediah appeared to me, what you 
fliall bear in the next chapter. 
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Labour in vain, 

HAVE you never feen a man 
ftriving to empty a well with a 
fmall bucket ; vain of his ftrength, 
he for an hour together keeps work- 
ing like a milUhorfe : nature at lafb 
obliges him to take five minutes red, 
when lo, to his great furprize, the well 
is as full as when hefirft began. The 
man^ you muft take for granted,, is a 

E2 fen. 
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fenflblc man; that fuppofition is a 
very natural one, becaufe I ncvcir 
meddle with fools if I can help it, 
there's no credit to be got by them ; 
I therefore repeat it again, the man 
being a feniible man, mud naturally 
give the matter up, becaufe he plain- 
ly fees he may fpfend his ftrength, 
labour in vain. But fuppofe this felf- 
fame, fenfible, ftrong man had begun 
to empty a well wherein there was a 
pump fixed, ^nd after pumping a full 
hour, in five, minutes time it fhould 
rife to the height he began at, how 
could he know it ? you'll fay* How 
could he indeed ? fay L Of confc- 
quence, though we have allowed him 
to be a wife man, he would keep 
working on to no purpofe, but to tire 
bimfelf* This is the fituation that 
Obediah appeared to me to be in at 

the 
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tlie ciofe of the laft chapter, and 
where I Ihould be unwilliag to leave 
him, were I not certain he will fuc- 
ceed in half of his work, and cool 
his own blood, whatever he may do 
by poor Tabitha. — All the time I 
ilaid afterwards with him j[ attended 
him clofely to the preachment-houfe, 
and heard feveral of the faithful ob- 
ferve, with furprize, that Obediah 
grew every' day lefs and lefs ftiff ; but 
held forth againft the wickednefs of 
this world, and the finful lulls of the 
flefh, much more feelingly than he 
ufed to do. On which I could not 
l>elp reflcding, that the Devil him- 
felf, in fpite of his teeth, cannot pre- 
vent good from riling now and then 
out of evil 5 and why ftiould it not ? 
He has no more forefight than we 
poor pur-blind mortals, and what we 

E 3 defign 
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dcfign for good very often turns oifl; 
evil i but the world was from the be- 
ginning ordered fo to go round ^ and 
that round^ as fure a Jew is no Chrif- 
tian, though feveral Chriftians are 
Jews, will continue to the world's 
end. Dung produces cucumbers, an4 
cucumbers return to dung again } 
tliey did fo three thoufand years ago^ 
and will do (q three thoqfand year^ 
hence. 

By Obediah I was paid into the 
hands of a man of large fortune it\ 
the fame town ( but the mod fordid, 
ill tempered, envious creature that 
nature ever form*d. His large for- 
tune w^s a curfe upon him i he pined 
in thjc midft of plenty, becaufe his 
neighbours round about, him could 
eat as well as himfelf: and although 

he 
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he would not give half a crown for a 
turkey, or eighteen pence for a road- 
ing pig, (which was a great price 
where he dwelt) he hated every man 
that did ; and would have ftuck at 
nothing he could do with fafety to 
ruin every foul within twenty miles 
of him thatdurft eat, — ^With his pwn 
good-will he would have had no body 
able to purchafe even a piece of tripe, 
unlcfs he was the proprietor of the 
whole, and got two or three hundred 
|)er cent, by it. And then he did not 
care how they came by their money : 
they might fmuggle, rob, or even 
murder, provided he had a profit out 
of their gains v but where he had not 
a feeling, he took care to betray the 
fccrets of every man's bufinefs. He 
himfclf formerly bad a pretty little 
fmugglihg job, which for feveral years 

E 4 cleared 
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tlcared him about five hundred per 
annum ; but when by accident it was 
difcQvered, for fear any of his neigh- 
bours (hould even come in for the 
gleanings, he took care to blow it en*' 
tirely : had he not done that, like 
Macbeth, he would have murdered 
deep; bur, till it was effedually 
blown, he did lofe feveral nights 
reft, for fear any of his neighbours 
(hould get a guinea where he had ^ot 
fifty. Thus the very riches, which 
in a good man's hands. are a blefling 
to himfelf and all around him, are by 
the diredlion of Providence pour'd 
profufcly into the lap of fuch fordid 
miferable creatures, qnly to make 
them more confpicuoufly wretched j 
for though all about this animal hated 
him, yet the natural goodnefs of 
heart which, to my knowledge, a 

great 
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great many of my countrymen inherit 
from their brave anceftors, made 
them pity a wretch who took pains to 
render his own life both mifcrable 
and contemptible. — This compound 
of envy, hatred, and malice; this fe- 
cond edition of colonel Chartres, with 
great additions and improvements, (I 
afk my friends the bookfeller's pardon 
for making ufe of one of their phrafes) 
had a wife as like himfelf as one 
Norfolk dumpling is to another : with 
a large fortune fhe had the fame for- 
did difpofition as her curious help*, 
mate ; like liim. too fhe was as pur- 
blind as a beetle, for neither of them 
could clearly diftinguifh any objedt ; 
above the length of a tooth-pick from 
their nofe : to fee them at breakfaft, 
he holding a letter to read within 
two inches of his right eye, and fhe 

cxamin- - 
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examining her kirchen-wench's ac-^ 
count of a three farthings cabbage, and 
a farthing's worth of muftard, within 
an inch and a half of her left eye, ex- 
hibited a much droller pidure thjin 
Hogarth himfelf ever invented : as to 
the china-equipage, it would do your 
heart good to get a peep at it : the 
old lady had bought a crack'd china 
tea-por, without a lid^ at a fale for 
three-pence: an acquaintance afkM 
what ufe ihe could make of it ? O 
dear, iays ihe, I have a ltd at home 
will fit it charmingly, and it will do 
for common ufe ; and then if our 
maid breaks it, (for they arc carelefs 
creatures),! need not Hop above fix- 
pence out of her wages for both tea- 
pot and lid. — -Now in regard to the 
tid, the old lady had a fpecial guefs, 
for fure as you are there, (he had 

hoarded 
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hoarded up the lid of a brdketi 
muftard-poc that fitted her purchafe 
exadly ; and though one was blue 
and white china, and the other brown 
earthen- ware, both he and ihe agreed 
it match'd to a hair* On each fide of 
this tea-pot was placed two tea cups, 
that would not hold above three 
thimbles full of tea apiece ; one flood 
on a fawcer large enough for a foup* 
plate, and the other on a fawcer that 
had formerly belonged to a child's fct 
pf china for a doll : the fugar-bafon 
Was a common*fized tea-cup pieced 
in three places, filled with lump fu- 
gar, curioufly broke into fmall fquare 
pieces of about eight and forty to an 
punce : the milk-jug was a galley- 
pot, which madam had bought 
of an itinerant phyfician for three- 
pence ; it was filled with yellow falve 

for 
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for cuts, burns, blotches, or fcabs ; 
' 6f the laft of which both he and fhe, 
atfpring and fall, had no great lack. 
The doftor promifed to allow her a 
penny for the empty pot when he 
canie his rounds the next year, but 
as madam had ufed all the falve in 

• 

half that time, (he thought (he might 
as well make the pot earn its living 
till the dodlor arrived, fo turn'd it in- 
to a milk-jug, and, by the help of a 
horn fpoon which formerly belonged 
the broken muftard-pot, it proved a 
lifeful veiTcl. I am afraid I (hall 
make a tedious long breakfaft of 
this to my reader, by defcribing it (b 
minutely, but for my foul I cannot 
help it -y it pleafcd me, and pleaie 
pr not pleafe my readers, I am re* 
folved to ram ic down their throats. 
X)n another fa wcer, which had been 

ftitched 
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ftitched together by fomc country 
blackfmith with two pieces of thick 
brafs wire, lay ^three dices of brown 
, bread and butter, cut fo thin, that 
if the maid had come through any 
open paflage with it the wind would 
certainly have blown it away; but, 
to make amends, madam always had 
a hoard of (hip bifcuit in a little cup- 
board, which (he begged of the (hip- 
mafters that carried any goods for 
them, on pretence that the bifcuits 
made for (hips were much better 
than thofe deligned for fale oh Ihorc; 
of thefe he and (he eat one a-piece, be- 
caufc they coft nothing, then taking 
each a (lice of the bread and butter 
by way of bonne bouche, and wa(h- 
ing it down with three of their large 
cups of tea, in which they confumed 
between them at Icaft the tenth part 

of 
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of an ounce of fugar. They left o»e 
piece of the bread and butter, tofheW 
Betty how extravagant (he had beent 
in cuttiiig fo tnuch,^ and hoped fhc 
was more careful for themfelves in the 
kitchen; You woiild judge by that 
fpeech, that Betty had the comtnand 
of the butter pot ; but ho fuch things 
1 aflurc you, for the provident lady 
every mornirig delivered her a piece 
about the fize of a walnut, to f|irea^ 
bread and butter for the whok fami- 
ly. Thus ended this notable breaks 
fad ; when they parted to their dif*^ 
ferent avocations for the day ; he to 
his coiApting-houfe, to find out whofe 
pocket he could pick, or whofe creciit 
he could blaft; stnd fbe to peep into 
every dirty hole and corner of the 
houfe, to find if the ferviants had em- 
bezzled an inch of farthing candle, or 

given 
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given away a gill of fmall beer, or 
a cruft of bread to a ftarving wretch^ 
at the door : thefe two suticles being 
crimes they were fure to be turnedr 
away for. But as the breakfaft is^ 
ended, ic is time I fhould end my 
chapter, being fully convinced my 
reader will never defire either to tafbe 
Qf, or hear of, fuch another breakfaft.- 
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lijate Suppers digeft badly. 

TH£ many ridiculous fcrapes* 
that the fliort-fightednefs of 
thefe two miferable objects brought 
them into, would really be a proper 
fubjed for laughter, did aoe the vil* 
lainous ibrdidnefs of their dtfpofi- 
tions excite in us the utmoft abhor-^ 

rcncc 
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rtnce and contempt. I ooght there- 
fore to drop the fubjeft, but I cannot 
rcfiftmy inclination to fpeak of a lit- 
tle ridiculous affair that happened to 
them before I had the good luck to 
get out of the hands of the family. 

The fum of five hundred pounds 
bad tempted this reptile to take a 
gentleman's fon apprentice. This 
young fellow was a fine, wild, fpright- 
ly lad, and of a generous fpirit. He 
foon faw the fordid difpofition of this 
pair of wretches, and took pleafure in 
playing a thoufand pranks to difcon- 
cert them. He and his comrades half 
untiled the houfe one night, and 
frightened them fo with the appre- 
henfion of tKieves, that Vis thought 
from that time they never both fdl 
aflcep together, but took their turns, 
4 one 
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bne to lay awake wliilft the ot^er 

flept, which agreed with their fufplci- 

< •' ■ ■' » ...... 

bus minds (o well, that it loon be- 
came habitual, 'to this Mr. Pickle 
was I delivered to be paid away next 
morning, that night (it being madam's 
turn to talce the firft watch) this youth 
Ilote foftly into the kitchen, and hav- 
ing ftirred up the fire on which he 

(_ ' ' ' «■ •. .:' 

had thrown fome coals before he went 

' • .' . 

to-bed, fie took a large birch broom, 
from which he wrenched the fhafc, 
then running the fpit through' it, tied 
it faft on, and laid k down to roaft ; 
put the dripping-pan under it, with 
the bafting-ladle, &c, not' forgetting 
the road-meat fcreen, lined with old 
cannifter^. This done, with noife 
enough to alarm the old lady, he 
wound up the jack, and then retired 
to the corner of the paflagc where (he 
Vol. II. F miift 
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niuft pafs by him. In half a minute 
he perceived her ftealing down ftairs 
without (hoes, with a fmall lamp in 
her hand, which fhe was fo extrava- 
gant as to keep burning all night, 
and which in winter-time could not 
confume lefs than a farthing's worth 
of oil, though the moment day peep'd 
Ihe always got up to blow it out ; 
when fhe reached the kitchen-door, 
in (he bolted, crying, So, fo, I knew 
I (hould catch you at it fome time or 
other, ye rogues arid huffies ; with- 
out waiting for an anfwcr from the 
good company in the kitchen, who 
(he took for granted were all aflfem- 
bled, (he made up to the fire-place, 
where peeping over the fcrecn, and 
feeing the broom, which (he took for 
a firloin of beef, it furprized her fo» 
that (he let her lamp fall, and broke 

it: 
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it into fifty pieces: this misfortune 
did not prevent her from turning to 
that corner of the kitchen where the 
coachman and footman, and the two 
maids, always fat, and who {he look- 
ed upon of courfe muft be there now ; 
when fhe began the following fpeech 
to the empty chairs. 

You abominable impudent villains, 
and confident baggages, how dare 
you look me in the face, after fuch 
vile doings as thefe ? I thought I (hould 
catch you at laft. I have long fuf- 
pe6le(J your tricks ; but if fuch doings 
as thefe pafs unpuniflied, farewel 
juftice ! Will nothing ferve you 
but a whole firloin at once, ye 
extravagant wretches !■ — Now the old 
lady in her paffion had forgotten that 
for the laft two years a firloin had 
never entered her doors j but no mat- 

F 2 ter 
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tet for fh^t. Oft fixe went.-- T-What, 
have you nothing to fay for your- 
felves, ye dirty trollops and gutth'ng 
rafcals ? t am glad you have not ^ 
it's a fign of grace, but rtiy Georgee 
Ihall quickly make ye find your 
tongues* On this, without waiting 
for an anfwer from the old chairs and 
a broken table, to whom {he had 
been itiaking this fine harangue, 
fhe pops to the kitchen-door, and 
bawls out, . Georgee ! my dear 
Georgee, come down direftly j 1 have 
'em all here, rogues and huflies, that 
are going to devour us alive. She 
had left the chamber-door open, ix> 
Georgee foon heard her well-known 
voice. Nature, to make amends for 
their want of eyes, had formed both 
their cars wonderous quick. Georgee 
awoke, and finding both wife and 
lamp gone^ did not (lay to grope out 

his 
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bis breechefi, but pok'd his way 
down as h& as he could in his ihirt ; 
dm&^d by his wife's voice, he foon 
reached her at the kitchen-door, for 
there flje ftood ceodocl, for fear the 
old chairs flie bad talk'd fo hand- 
iom^ly over flwuld make their efcape. 
What's the matter, Dearce, ? fays 
Georgee. Matter enough, fays his 
help- mate 5 we fhouU have been 
<eat^n out of houfe and harbour and 
ruined before morning, if my ears had 
oot been very good. See what a fire 
there is, and what a fine firloin of 
beef is on the fpit. What, a firloin ? 
fays (^eorgee, clapping his nofe as 
clofe to it as he could for the fcreeti, 
I think it looks mQxc like a leg of 
mutton ; but we have not had a fir- 
loin or a kg of mutton in the houfe 
iJo4 knows when s fo it can be no- 

F 3 thing 
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thing but the beaft's heart I bought 
this morning to fluff and eat with 
fvveet fauce for a hare. Lord have 
mercy on us I fays Ihe, fure they Could 
not have the impudence to take our 
heart. Then addrefllngherfelf to the 
old chairs again, What can you have 
to fay for yourfelves, you wicked 
wretches ? fpeak, or your matter will 
make you. Don't you, John Coach- 
man, ftand rear'd in the corner there, 
with that impudent face of yours, (for 
I fee you plain enough) and not give 
a civil anfwer when you are order'd. 
Now this John the coachman hap- 
pened to be a white plate, rear'd up- 
right on a (helf in the corner : plates 
don't ufe to give people, an anfwer, 
unlefsyou touch 'em a Lttle roughly ; 
j^o anfwer therefore came. On which 
the old lady's pafllon got the better 

of 
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of her reafon, (he whip*d up the Ipif, 
bead's heart and all, and direding 
the point at John's face, You infdent 
rafcal, fays (he, if you don't fpeak I'll 
run this down your throat. The fpit 
was longer than the old lady fufpeft- 
ed, for the words were fcarce out of 
her mouth, before the coachman's- 
head came tumbling off the (helf, arid 
gave her an anfwer in the found of a 
broken plate ; nay in the moft me- 
lancholy found, for by the tone (he 
was fenfible it was fhattered into fo 
many pieces it could never be mend- 
ed. This fir'd the blood of Georgee, 
and high time it was, for he had juft 
found out he was in his (hirt, and was 
beginning lo (hiver with cold ; in his 
paffion he ran up to feize fome of 
them ; unluckily the footman's great 
coiatwas hung up to dry on a hook 

F 4 - at 



[ 7-2 1 

bwd plump agiai^ p]^e pO|t } in g^ 
iDftant hf km^d it, and Kefoiyipg ^ 
dr^ idbe cujpjit iAtQ Pspf P v4?y-%ht^ 
or firp-JigjIu, caH lit yvbich you pjp*fe, 
he gavje fiicb a pludc, jfea^ %v?ay p jrpp 
the coat and pUte-Cjjfe intp thp b^- 
gain. Fifty me;i km^mmMg 9^ %P 
oace Xio Calvert'? greaf copper ,c9\ald 
not cnak^ half t^je npifc ti\at tty?. 
tttoiW^jion did. The pld lady h?d 
a fine ftpck of pester, whi^ch Ji^ 
defcended ip ^ dir?ja line from nao- 
(her to daughter for four fqcceffivc 
genqratioos, and pit a fliinipg$gy(?c 
on the thre? ypper ftpries pf |h? 
plate- ^afe i hilt pne xo?^ pf pw^i 
delph-ware, which grac'd $Hc centre 
fhtrlf, with anpth.er of ^yellpvi^ porrin- 
gci;5 ^d brp\?n pudding-p^ns undjer. 

It, 



E 7S ] 

^t, ^clpcd ti9 enlivea the c^ccvt ^ipa?-? 
iflgly : rh^ fpnofo^i^s Ih^p jiogle of 
th:^ pewter, joinecj to the fl^t crafh rf 
the ^earthen-ware, cn^e fy cprnplete a 

<}Kpord, that h^d I^,?^^! heard It^ 
japtynthftanding hi^ gr^^t tafl^ for 
901^^ ]( would have loofeoed al| t^jS 
tepth in his heifid. What foUowpcJ^ 
cpurjteoys reader, I q^uft le^ye tp yjpm: 
iif^agination to fupply, hecaqfe jhe 
f^pc^ntice finding t|^e qom/^dy rather 
f xceed his exped^t^)^, thought prp? 
per todccjtmp, which hp i;un[>bjy did; 
ajrid retiring to his own rp^ni^ ftrip 
ped himfelf in an inft^nti then rai; 
down in his ihirt, wit]) his hair jlan^r 
ing on end, to enquire who made 
that horrible cl^ter^io^. J^l\ the 
way he ran down f^air^ I k^v^ hitp 
bawl ou^ luftily, Fire^ ^fifip, thiev?S, 
ftre ! ']^tii3 foon brqugh^t thp reft of 

• the 



t 74 ] 

the family out of their garret$, for I 
quickly heard them paddle down 
ftairs in their (locking feet. But be- 
ing left in this young Pickle's waift- 
coat pocket, I am, againft my will, 
obliged to leave the tale unfinifhed : 
however, as far as I faw and heard, it 
pleafed me much •, if it doth not hap- 
pen to do the fame by my readers, it 
will plainly appear that we are of dif- 
ferent ways of thinking, . which, in 
the main, is no uncommon thing ; 
for authors often fancy themfelves 
clever fellows, when their readers not 
only think, but are quite fure, they 
are very dull dogs. 

What was the confequence of the 
broom-roafting I never could^iearn, 
becaufe yoirng Hopeful paid me by 
eight o'clock in the morning to a 

' (hop- 
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fhop-keeper. Who fent me that poft 
up to a hop-merchant in the Bo- 
rough. 

C H A P. VIIl. 

A Ward to the Wife. 

I CANNOT help thinking that 
moft of the quarrels and heart- 
burnings thatfeperatethofe who would 
elfe have been very good friends, arofe 
at firfl: from fome mifapprehenGon of 
each others meaning; a tart word of- 
ten comes in anfwer to fomething that 
was meant rather well than ill : on 
which the firft fpeaker grows fo angry 
at being mifunderftood, that he fcorns* 
to come to ah explanation with a paf- 
fiortate fool, as he naturally thinks 
his opponent muft be, fo returns the 
angry word in kind \ and from thence 

they 



Zf6 3 

.they work it wp to ^ do wArighi: 4j«arf 
rrf, wbiob ofteq lafls th(cir liyies. I 
was led into this refleftion by ftiU- 
ing into the hands of the honeft hop- 
faftor, ancj f9 whofli I was fent out 
of the CQUfltry : he hgd (:ontrafted 
a very great intimacy with a worthy 
piickle-m/^.rchat)t in the city, orj the 
very plan wj^ich would hayi? fet tweix- 
ty wrong-headed fppU hy the ears 
together j bqt Tlj k\\ you th« ftpry, 

ypu n^yft Icngw that the pLcWcr 
merchant i$ t^ little wi5e?;le-fac'd f^J- 
Jpw, whpfc npfe covers three parts 
ofhisf^CP^j mountains upon «<ow- 
tains pf Urge w.^rts grew ypan it. 
J^ow the hpp-a>erchant is 4 fquat lit- 
tle fellow* whoft belly juts out fo far 
b?fpre him, that he has not fe^p his 
•— lfPfes> vnlcfs in ^ lopkiifgrgl^fs, 

thefe 
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thttc feven years. It liappsned thele 
two figures met one morning in the 
narrowcftpartof Bell-allcy : the hop- 
fa<5tor, who is a fimney fclfaw, fpy'(i 
the nofe direftly ; on which he kept 
walking up full in the centre of the 
alley, but flopped fud!derily fhort 
when he came within three foot of 
the nofe, feeming rather diftreft. 
I^ray what's the matter. Sir ? fays* 
Mr, Pickle. I am afraid^I can't get by 
your nofe, anfwers the hop-merchant. 
On which Piokle, who neither want- 
ed fcnfc nor good nature, replies very 
drolly, Dori^t let that diftrefs you, be- 
caufe 1*1/ make your guts all the room 
I can ; fo taking his nofe in his hdnd, 
very archly held it on one fidci^ As 
they paffed each other, they both 
burft out a' laughing ; on which the 
hop merchant turned abfFut, and faiJ 

to 
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to Pickle, Sir, I am fure a man of 
your good nature muft be an agree- 
able companion -, I live in *** ftreet 
an the city, and if you will do me 
the favdur to ,take a dinner with 
me whenever your occafiohs call you 
that way, you will lay an obligatipn 
on me. Sir, fays Pickle, you have 
been before-hand with me in the very 
words I was going to fay ; I live in 
*** ftreet in the Borough, and fhali 
efteem it a happinefs to have your . 
company. In (hprt, they agreed to 
eat a beef-ftake together that very 
day •, which they did, and from thence 
commenced afriendftiip that has been 
reciprocally lifeful to each other ever 
fince ; and their intimacy at pirefent 
is fo great, that almoft every fine 
evening in fummer-time youUl meet 
Nofe and Guts taking a walk toge- 
ther 



ther to Johnney Grott's Houfe, iri 
St. George's-fields, to drink Burton 
ale. 

Attend to this fto^y, O ye wrang- 
ling fnap-lhorc fellows, and don't be 
eternally feeking for opportunities* 
to make both yourfelves and all a- 
bout you uncafy, becaufe your fhare 
of good nature only exaftly balances 
your Ihare of fenfe, and Providence 
has dealt out both to you with a 
fparing hand« 
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C U A P. IX. 

J^ahcing-majlers teach grown Gentli'^ 
tnert in thU Goimtry. 

H E hop-fador paid mc to ^ 
lady, who had fitted up a 
Very pretty houfe m a noted market- 
lown i» the North, and wasr going 
dowft to re^ird from the htirry of Lon- 
don : the rattling of coaches,^ and 
the fmoak of the fea-coal in the day- 
time, and the cries of fire, thieves^ 
and murder in the night, growing 
rather troublefome to her. With 
this good old lady I travelled in a 
poft-chaife once more into the coun- 
try. Mrs. Hobfon, for <hat was her 
hame, had a North-country couzen 
that lived within eight miles of her 
houfe, whofe name was Dobfon. 

About. 



About a week after the old lady waS 
fettled, the footman acquainted her 
that her coufin Dobfon was come to 
fee hen The old lady had got a little 
cold in her journey, which brought 
on rheumatick pains to fuch a degree^ 
that (he was rather confined to her 
chair, but defined her coufin Dobfoa 
to walk in. We heard a buftling in 
the hall, and it was coufin Dobfon 
pulling off her fafe, or fafe-guard, (as 
they call it in the country) which was 
an outward petticoat to proted her 
grogram riding-habit from the fweat 
of her horfe : flie then came in, and 
faluting her London coufin, fays, I 
have brought my two lads. Tommy 
and Dickey, to fee you: then re- 
turned to the door, and call'd out. 
Come in Tommy, come in Dickey. 

Vol. II. G I hope 
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I hope it will give no ofFence, if I 
Hop here to alk my reader a fimplc 
queftion. ^ 

Don*t you at this inftant expefl: to 
fee two little boys come in, one in 
frocks and the other juft got into 
breeches? 

Both Mrs. Hobfon and I did, I 
aflure you ; inftead of which in came 
Tommy, the eldeft, a youth about 
nineteen years old, and full fi?c foot 
and an inch high : he had a pair of 
boots on Chat fitted his leg like a 
flocking, with fpurs whofe necks were 
at leaft five inches long. In attempt- 
ing to make one of his bed bows, he,^ 
♦feemed to throw his head in his con- 
fines face, and at the fame time fent 
one of his legs quite out of the door 
. • V. ' -into 
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into the hall ; the door was luckily 
Open, elfe I think he would have fplic 
one of the pannels. His mama then 
bid him falute his coufin, and im-- 
mediately called out, Dickey, where 
are you ? In came Dickey, who was 
a year younger than his brother, but 
an iiich taller. The mother unfortu- 
nately bid him (hut the door before 
he made his bow : he then began to 
(hew his breeding, and (hot his head 
forward, and his leg backward, with 
as genteel an air as Tommy had done 
before him ; when lo ! the long- 
necked fpur belonging to his kick-up 
leg feizing hold of the tapeftry, 
brought poor Dickey headlong on the 
floor. The mother, with the fame 
accent you would fpeak to a child of 
about three years old, cries. Get up 
Dickey, thou haft not hurt thyfelf. 
Dickey was glad to hear that, for as 

G 2 ha 
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he fell with fuch a whack he could 
not be certain whether he was hurt or 
not, till his mammey told him he was 
hot ; and he was fo good a boy^ that 
whatever his mother faid to him pafled' 
for gofpel. At laft they all got feat- 
cd, and fat flaring at each other for 
near five minutes, when luckily in 
came the footman with each a glafe 
of wine and a flice of cake. This fet 
all theif chaps a-wagging for five 
minutes more ; when coufin Dobforv 
thinkingflie muft fay fomething, be- 
gins thus: Did you ever fee my 
Tommy and Dickey dance couGn t 
No Madam, fays Mrs. Hobfon, I 
never had the pleafure of feeing therair 
before. Then, fays couGn Dobfon,. 
you (hall fee *cm diredtly 5 they have 
coft me a fhilling a week a-piece for 
almoft a whole year;> fo they daiice 

charm* 
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.charmingly now. Get up Dickey j 
get up Tommy, 

The famous queen Elizabeth, of 
bullying memory, never maintained 
more abfolute fway over herfneaking 
courtiers, than coufin Dobfon did 
over Dickey and Tommy •, up they 
both g6t, and the mother fell to fing- 
ing a hornpipe. On which Tommy 
and Dickey began to fprawl their legs 
about in fuch a m^nn^r, ^s would 
have made a carrier's horfe laugh, 
tho' he had a double load on his back : 
but for fear the lopg-neck'd fpurs 
ihould difconcert the boots, neither 
of them durft let his legs come with- 
in two foot of each other ; this, join- 
ed to the mother's crying every now 
and then. Side it, Tommy, fide it ; 
^Qpt it, Dickey, foot it ; fet coufia 
Gj Hobfo-p 
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Hobfon in fuch a fit of laughing, that 
Ihe Aided down from her chair upon 
the carpet. Coufin Dobfon, who 
always did . a thing firft, and after- 
wards confidered whether it was pro- 
per or not, remembered fhe faw a 
pail of water as {he came through the 
court, thinking the old lady was fallen 
into a fit ; away fhe ran and brought 
in the whole pail full, a fourth part 
of which flie threw in the old wo- 
man's face, and almoft drowned her : 
this effectually cured both her laugh- 
ing fit and her rheumatifm, for fhe 
llarted up as nimbly as a girl of fif- 
teen, and running to her room, flrip- 
ped off her cloaths from top to bot- 
tom direftly. Unluckily her very 
pocket, and the out-fide of the pock- 
et-book wherein I lay, were wet, 
which made her think my habitation 

too 



[ 87 ] 
too damp for her dry* pocket ; fo fhe 
locked me up in the dreiTing-table 
drawer, by which accident I was de- 
prived of the pleafure of hearing what 
kina of an apology Dickey and Tom- 
my and the mother had prepared for 
couGn Hobfon : but I have a notion 
ihe found the mother Hnging, and 
Dickey and Tommy footing and fide- 
ing, and fprawling' their legs about 
juft as fhe left them. But though I 
llaid two days longer with coufin 
Hobfon, I never could learn how the 
affair ended : and I have too much 
regard, for my charafter, as a writer 
of veracity, to put down any thing 
but what I was an eye-witnefs to. 
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CHAP. X. 

Great doings in the days of yure'^ 

COUSIN Hobf6n paid me to z^ 
tradcfman, who fent me up by 
poft to an honeft pains-taking young 
man, that fold fmall wares, &c. in a 
Ihed, called a (hop : his name was- 
Neddy. I am particular in my de- 
fcription of my friend Neddy, becaufe 
they fay he fhines as a common-coun- 
cilman now, and by his induftry bids 
fair to arrive to the higheft honour a * 
citizen can attain. Neddy, to favei 
the expence of hiring a room, lay in 
a truckle-bed, in the corner of a gar- 
ret, occupied by his grand mother; 
and they club'd (hare and fhare alike 
for coals, rent, candles, and fmall- 
beer, Neddy, fays, fhe, as they were 

' * • » * • 

chat« 
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chatting one night over about twq 
fpoonfuls of fire, your lord mayors 
are nought now to what they were in 
my poor mother's days : they were 
fomething like men at that time of 
day, and had not fuch heavy heads 
as to want fix horfes to pull them 
along : they had good legs, and could 
walk where they wanted to go in half 
the time that is now fpent in drefling 
their horfes up in ribbons, I remem- 
ber a ftory my grand^mother has told 
me over and over again ; it was a little 
before the greatWhittington,that fold 
his cat for fo much money, was firft 
time lord mayor, and he was three 
times lord mayor, all the bells in 
London can tell you •, fo, as I was 
faying, this fame lord mayor being 
informed that things were going bad- 
ly at court, what does he but he puts 

on 
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on his boots, for at that time it was 
fplafhing work to get from London to 
St. James's, and horfes ufed to wade 
belly-deep along the Strand 5 fo he 
walked away, but not with one paunch- 
gutted fellow waddling before him to 
carry his fword, and another his mace, 
for he carried 'em both himfelf, and 
looked like a lord mayor ; fo when he 
came to the king, the king look*d up- 
on him a3 fomebody, for as foon as he 
faw him, with a gracious fmile he 
faid, Mr. Mayor, your fervant, (I am 
not fure if he did not fay, your 
humble fervant) what's the bed news 
in the city ? May it pleafe your nia- 
jefty's worfliip, fays my lord mayor, 
(for they could fpeak at that time of 
day with very good irreverence) they 
fay you have gotten a pack of d — d 
rogues about you, and have feht me 

to 
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to tell your majefty to look out (harp*, 

for the bed men in thq city have been 

before now ruin'd by rogues : fo I'm 

come to give you warning to clear 

your houfe on 'em. Upon which the 

king (hook him by the hand, and faid, 

Mr. my Lord Mayor, I am very 

much obliged to you and the city for 

looking out fo Iharp ; my gang (hall 

be overhawl'd, and you may depend 

upon't all the rogues fhall go to 

pot: pray give my kind love and 

fervice to my good friends in the city, 

and tell 'em fo. He then order'd a 

bumper of fack for my lord mayor, 

and fent him about his bufioefs very 

well contented, but he did not make 

him a knight ; there was none of your 

wiOiey-wafhey, no-gentleman knights 

in them days. Now that was, d'ye 

fee, Neddy, a king like a king, and 

9 lord 
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a lord mayor like a lord mayor; \ye 
have no fuch lord mayors, adds the 
old woman, now-a-days. No nor 
kings neither, fays Neddy : but do 
you remember what king it was, 
grand-mother, that I may talk on him 
at our club. Remember ! fays the old 
lady, aye as well as I do my Lord*$ 
Prayer ; it was cither king John or 
queen Elizabeth, I am not very fu re 
which, but one of them it was you 
may depend on*t Neddy. It is not 
fp long fince Whittington was lord 
rnayor of London ; feveral folks can 
remember fomething on*t, as well as 
me : and now, on fecond thoughts, 
I remember it was queen Elizabeth. 
But, Neddy, adds the old gentlewo- 
man, you begin to get a bit before- 
hand in the world now, and mufl fooa 
\>t a common-councilman. Yes, I 

expert 
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cxped fa, grand-mother, fays Neddy,' 
and what then ? Then I would not 
have you ftir a ftep without my ad- 
vice 5 you know I brought you up 
from a child, and teach*d you your 
Lord's Prayer, and your Ten Com- 
mandments, and your I believe in 
God J you know you would have 
been a heathen, but for me, Neddy, 
To be fore I fhould, grand-mother, 
fays Neddy. Then don't ftir a ftep, 
r fay again, without my advice. No, 
I promife you I woVr, grand mother, 
iays Neddy. Upon which he got up, 
and opening a great oak eheft, which 
contained a fpare fhirt for himfelf, 
and a fpare fliift for his grand-mo- 
ther, befides old pettycoats, breeches, 
ftockings, and even old (hoes without 
count, from a corner he drew a dirty 
ftocking foot, which contained about 

thirty 
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thirty or forty guineas, into the centre 
of which he rammed me, with as lit- 
tle mercy as if my fides had been 
made of oak •, then hiding his fweaty 
pnrfe amongfl: the old fhoes, as a 
-place where rogues would never look 

* 

for money, he put down the lid, and 
twang went the lock : this quite de- 
prived me of the pleafure of hearing 
any more convcrfation between this 
^ dutiful grand-fon and his very fenfible 
grand-mammey ; but as he is now a 
common councilman, and has diftin- 
guiftied himfelf notably on two or 
three occafions, I don't doubt but 
the old gentlewoman is alive yet, and 
affiits him with her good advice. 
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CHAP. XI. 

t 

A city bargain. 

IW A S left to my meditations in 
the oak cheft, in rather a more 
uncomfortable fituation than when I 
was almoft poifoned with the fumes 
of Scotch fnufF and green wax ; for 
here, hefides the comfortable fmell 
of our habitation, the ftocking foot, 
being porous, let in the additional 
fumes of the greafy breeches, and old 
(hoes that in their time had been well 
ibak'd in (linking oil •, Sir John Fal- 
fiaff's (ituation in the buck-balket 
muft be a paradife compared with 
mine. How I bore it I cannot tell, 
but people feldom know what they 
can bear till they are try'd, efpecially 
the fair fcx. As much as I had rea- 

fon 
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ion to hate Scotch fnufF, I would no\^ 
have given the world for a pinch: 
Luckily for me, I had not lain in this 
inofl uncomfortable fituation above 
three days, when ah accident releafed 
me. Honefl: Neddy, whofe grand- 
inother had fo carefully taUght hinl 
his I believe in God, having found 
but that a young man in the fame 
bufinefs wanted money, not to pay 
his, creditors, but to run away with^ 
very confcientioufly agreed to give 
him fifty pounds, ready money, for 
las many goods as were charged at 
one hundred and fifty prinie coft ; 
but Neddy, though a man of fair 
tharadter, looks upon it, that in the 
way of bufinefs a bargain's a bargain; 
and the hardeft is always to fend off, 
as the failors fay. Away came the 
goods to Neddy's eock-loft, and out 

came 
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Cdriie t and trij hard-edgM corhjii- 
hions, from whom I wai feparatedj 
to the no frhall comfort of both rily 
back and fides ; nof did U yoii may 
be fiircj much regret the loft of my 
habitation ; I mieah the ftockittg-fooc 
^hich Nfeddy lock'd carefully up to 
be ready to receive the next harveft. 
My new matter carried me offdireflt- 
lyj becaufe he had a J^w waiting for 
him to take the remainder of his 
goods 5 but at tather a higher pre- 
miurri than Neddy's, for the Jew had 
hever been taught his / believe in 
Godj and therefore had the unchrif- 
tian way of thinking, that three hun- 
dred per cent, was profit little enough 
for laying out ready hioney : whereas 
honeft Neddy, like A good church- 
going citizen, thought tWo hundred 
eiioiigh of all confcicncc* A^fter the 
VoL.IL H ftop^ 
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Ihop, by the help of Jew and Gen^ 
tile, was quite clear'd, and nothing 
but empty (helves left, away went 
the Jew to eat a pork-grifkin that he 
had befpoke when he firft made the 
bargain with the (hop-keeper, for he 
always indulged with pork when he 
had a lucky hit ^ and away went the 
fliop-keeper to take a place in the 
Dover ftage, with intent to go and 
turn the penny amongft the fmugg- 
lers in France, having been told they 
were a fet of very honourable gentle- 
men, and were always glad of fuch 
good compan^y as his. Well, a vacant 
place he found ; for Providence, who, 
for reafons unknown to us, often: 
feems to aflift high rogues, does the 
very fame, and perhaps for the fame 
reaf6ns, to low rogues ; thert- fore 
Providence had kept a place vacant 

for 
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JFor him. He foon came back to 
pack up his cloaths, and take a little 
reft upon the fackiiig of his turn-up 
bed, for the feather-bed, quilt, and 
blankets a hump-back*d fellow, from 
Broker's- alley, had carried off, and 
with more confcience than either the 

Jew or the Gentile, for he had given 
three quarters their real value for 
them; but that did not hinder the 
Ihop-keeper from wrapping himfelf 
up in his great coat, and laying down 
to take a nap on the facking ; where 
we (hall leave him till the next chap- 
ter. 
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CHAP. xir. 

French Modejly. 

A FRENCH hair-dreflfer, whey 
did ladies the honour to drefs 
their hair almoft as well for five fhil- 
lings asfeveral Englifhmen both could 
and would do for one, ufcd to divert 
himfelf once a week at what fome 
people called a hop ; but by the bar- 
ber's and blackfmith's fonsand daugh- 
ters, who frequented it, 'twas yclip'd 
a ball. Here Monficur was the mafter 
of the ceremomeSf and in fhort the 
beft bred gentleman in the company. 
I believe this humble fet d}d not foar 
fo high as to obtain Grocer's-hall, or 
Joiner's-hall, or even FilhgiongerV 

hall, for their place of rcndezvousV 

nor 
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nor am I fure tbey had the convent* 
ent long low room at the Robin 
Hood ; but if it was not that^ it was 
jtift fuch another : and be a/Tured, 
gentle reader, aroom they had, which, 
chough perhaps aot high enough to 
cut capers, was yet wide enough to 
waddle a minuet in. And here our 
Friieur, though he never was taught 
a ikep, (hone with uncommon luilre $ 
for the French are born dancers, or 
fuf geons, or pbyficians, or any trade 
they pleafe to take up in England ; 
and go about it with fuch an eafy un- 
common afTurance, that the Engiifh, 
not thinking it poffible the impudence 
of the moft ignorant creatures on 
earth could carry them to fuch a 
pitch, believTe, againfl the evidence of 
their own fcnfes, that they muft cer- 
tainly have been trained up to the 

H 3 bu(la<t€^ 
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bufinefs they fo cooly pr.ofefs ; but 
allEnglifhrnen that think fo, are* as 
wide of the mark as my lord *** waSj> 
when he married Mifs *** for. a vir- 
gin, for fame fays he found her 
very wide of his expedtations. To 
(hew I have reafon for this account I 
give of the modefty of the French 
gentry, I fliall teil a llory I heard 
whilft I was in the pocket of a real 
worthy apothecary, who lived in a 
market-town near two hundred miles 
diftance from London. As he was 
taking a walk with a friend one day, 
they met the moft fhambling ill-made 
fellow that mortal eyes ever beheld .: 
his knees were fo loving, that when 
he walked nothing could hinder them 
from rubbing againft each other every 
ftep he took 5 and when he flood ftill, 
no t,wo lovers could prefs clofer toge- 
ther : 
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ther : but, to make amends, his two 
fplay feet feldom approached within 
three quarters of a yard of each other. 
The back that thefc ftrange fupport- 
ers conveyed from place to place 
was out of proportion, too long, and 
grew fo taper towards his hips, which 
were v?ry prominent, that it made 
him have the appearance of a fpider 
walking upright on two legs. To 
add to all this, his chin was fo long, 

• 

that full three quarters of his face 
Was really below his nofe ; and he 
fquinted fo abominably, that, indead 
df nine, he looked nineteen ways at 
bnce : but the figure was drefled 
neat' and clean, cock'd its hat with a 
pinch, and feemed extremely well 
pleafed with itfelf. In^ the name of 
all that's ridiculous ! fays the apothe* 
cary's friend, what can that be 5 or for 

H 4 what 



wh^t ufe cou^ the thing be ma^e I 
Made ! i^ys the apothecary dryly^ 
n^acje for apy thing \ apd he can tura, 
his hand to any thing. That he cn^y 
]^rh^% fays the£f:icnd ; hut y/hat 
\jf\\\ he twfn hia feet to? To any 
t^ingft replies the apothecary, for he 
ha$ alr^^dy turn'd 'em to the very 
trade yo^ would have thought nature* 
ba^ abfolutfd^ ^bid him ever ta 
t>infe on ; ia (hqrt, not to keep you 
in fufpence, hp is a ^ancing-mafter : 
Jfio^ he became one Til tell you. 
Know then, that this bundle of ftrange 
msachin^ryji^ whofe heart is lightei? 
thatn a piece of cork not the twentieth 
part of its. fiz^^ is a Frenchnian : be 
was t^ken in a privateer, where he 
had entpred himfclf as clerk, ftcwr 
ard) and furgeos^ at the princely 
Dvages of aboju^t twelve (hiUings and 
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4x-pcnoc EngUCh per month: he 
and his GOtppanions were kept pri* 
foners it> this pl^ce three quarters of 
ayear, before th?rc was an opportUr 
nity of their being espchanged. Now 
thefe poor devils lived fo much better 
ypon the £ng1i(h allowance, than 
they did eithisr io their own country 
pr on board their (hip, that this piece 
of wood and wire did not care to go 
home again, to live upon foop* 
meagre, frog-fpawn, and fpider*s- 
6gg^9 l^^t although he had been 
brought up to no earth)y thing, be- 
lies carrying a flambeau, flourifhing 
4 blacking-bru0), or tickling the bot*? 
torn'* of a kennel with a fhort broom, 
to find old iron and ru^y pins, fronn 
which occupation he was taken to 
brandifli a peftle for an apothecary^ 
lyhich gave him a title to enter him-* 

felf 



Itlf fiirgeon on board the privateer, 
he was refolved to get his living as a 
furgeon in England: accordingly he 
hired a room, and clapping a found- 
ing name, that he has as much title 
to as I have to be fecretary of ftate, 
over his door, to which he added the 
word furgeon, you'd be furprized 
what numbers of poor people flock*d 
to him for advice, b; caufe he was a 
foreigner. I had cur'd him of a hurt 
upon bis finger 'when' he was a pri- 
foner, in return for which he defired 
the honour of reaching my daughter 
French -, but Ihe foon found, though 
her mafler's pronunciation was very 
ti'ue, yet he could hardly read : how- 
ever, this brought us fo well acquaint- 
ed, that he came to confult me about 
his patients. I was fo pleased with 
fhe man's Tincerity in fo freely own- 
ing 
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ing his ignorance, that I furnifli'd hint 
with falves and cyc-water, and my 
advice into the bargain ; but in a few 
months the novelty of his name wear- 
ing ofF, he found his patients dwindle, 
and therefore he began to think of 
fome other trade. The mod unlikely 
bufinefs in the world for him, I 
judg'd was to be a dancing-wiafter, 
and therefore in a joke fard, 1 thought 
he would make a very good one. 
You would be furprized in what an 
attitude the mifliapen mortal at that 
inftant threw himfelf ; he walked a 
minuet over the floor with the air of 
a good dancer, burlefquing a. bad 
one ; but it was the poor fellow's very 
beft : when he afk'd me, how I lik'd 
his dancing ? I unluckily told him, 
I never was fo pleas'd in my life. 
IJpon which he went direftly, and 

taking 



t fo8 ] 

taking the word furgeon from iH^dtt 
bis name, put daBciog-mafter in ita 
plitce, and ha$ ever finte liv'd coaw 
fortably by teaching the children of 
peopkf that never have an apporcu^ 
inity of bringing their girU into pub^ 
lick, and therefore never know that 
they have paid their money for no^ 
thing. I don't tell the ftory of thia 
modeft Frenchman with intent to pre^ 
judice the poor fellow in bi$ buHnefs^ 
but to (hew how natural it is for 4 
Frenchman, when he is in England^^ 
to £uicy himfelf in a crowd of idiots. 
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CHAP. xm. 

Tear the only manufaElwrer ofgbqfis. 

BY my Ihop-kecper's hot appear*: 
ing in the lad chapter^ the read- 
er has reafon to fancy he is lofty or 
has taken a longer nap than at firll: 
^as intended ; but no fuch thing, I 
^ITure you, for his nap was but a 
fhort one i he was afraid of miffing 
the coach, fo got up an hour too foon ^ 
and with his portmanteau on bis 
Hioulder fallied forth to reach the 
Golden Grofs, at Charing Crofe, To 
get into the Strand he was obliged 
to go through a blind alley, that had 
but one lamp belonging to it, and that 
very near expiring ; juft as he entcr'd 
he 'fpy'dfomething white gliding thro* 
the air, without any thing vifible to 

6 (ii^^'- . 
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iupport it: confcience, which Will 
accompany rogues in. fpite of their 
teeth, ftriick him both motiorilefs and 
fpeechlefs; he flood (luck like ati 
image againfl the wall, and faw the 
fpeftre advance towards hirii, without 
having power to run away, which he 
thrice attempted, but his legs refufed 
to carry hirii : at laft, when the phan- 
tom Was advanced fo near that he 
thought it was going to feize him, he 
made a grand effort to flir, and down 
he tumbled upon his portmanteau ; 
the fpedtre was then fo nigh, that he 
fcould not flop himfelf, fo tumbled 
over *cm both. Thd fhop-keeper was , 
fo frightened, that he roar'd, in the 
true Englifh flile, Murder, fire, Lord 
have mercy on us ! The fpeftre, in 
it fhriller note, cry*d, Morbleu, diable! 
Vat is de maatan Then endeavour-, 

ing 
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ing to rife, in his hurry he fct one 
foot on the (hop-keeper's guts, who^ 
not liking to have his belly made a 
carpet to be trampled on, feized the 
ghoft by, the leg, and brought that 
white parr, which prov'd to be his 
head, flap into his own face; by 
which means he got his eyes filled 
full of powder, and his nofe beat al- 
moft flat. But before I proceed any 
further, it is neceflfary my reader 
ihould know that this ghofl:, or fpec- 
tre, or phantom, or whatever you 
pleafe tp call it, was neither more nor 
lefs than the individual French Fri- 
feur I gave an account of a chapter 
or two ago. This gentleman, it be- 
ing Lent, was drefl: in black from his 
fhoulders to his*, heels, but his head 
was as white as a lilly, and his fore- 
top friz*d fix inches high. To fav;e 

coach- 
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tdich-ifiirc; he \las ftcaling ori foot 
from the ball tof hi$ lodgings, a garrtit 
Ht the end of this alley ; but could 
iiot find irt' his heart td difcompofti 
his h^ir by putting his hat on^ (o car- 
tied it tinder his arm. YotI won't 
ivonder therii that in the gloom of the 
inotning/ when mod of the lamps 
ivere out, that his white fcuU was the 
iHoft confpicuous part about him^ 
iivhich it really was, to the great terror 
of our fhop-keeper 5 who was fa 
frightened, that had he not trodden 
on his guts, he woUld have Uih Very 
quiet till the hair-dfeflcr had got not 
only home, but into bed : but this abd- 
minable knock over his riofe,* which^ 
by the (Quantity of powder; thrown 
Into his eyes, he thought had beeri 
done with a hard-nob'd powdcr-pufF> 

irouzed his chokr (0 much^ that he 

roar'd 
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toar'd ftoutly for help 5 at the fame 
time fcizing the fuppofed powder- 
puff with both hands, he brought half ' 
the Frenchman's hair off at one > 
pluck. It was now Monfieur's turn 
to roar, which he did luftily ; crying, 
Vatch, vatch, vatch, murder, vatch f 
It happened there was a watchman's 
box within twenty yards of the place 
where tHefe two heroes were lai4 
fprawling, but the watchman, being 
a quiet man, and a found fleeper, did 
not, or at leafl: would not, hear any 
thing of the matter : by good luck 
for the hair-dreffer, who clfe woul^ 
not have had a hair left on his head 
to ^refs, a gentleman by accident 
came by, who feizing the watchman's 
lanthorn ran up to fee what was the 
matter. On which the fhop-kecper 
quitted his hold, and both he and 
Vol. II. I . Mon. 
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Monfieur recovered their legs : but 
•when the gentleman held up his Ian- 
thorn to take a view of their phizes, 
never did man ftiew fuch figns of 
aftonilhment. The watchman had 
boldly followed his lanthorn, but the 
moment tie faw the two figures his 
upper and under jaw fell to dancing, 
whilft his teeth playM Nancy Dawfon's 
jig. As for the fliop-keeper he beat 
the ghoft of Banquo a bar length, for 
he had twice as much powder on his 
face, and three times as much blood 
on his fhirt. As to the Frifieur, the 
pound of powder, which he with (b 
much care had ftuck into his mop, 
was not all wafted on the fhop keeper's 
face, but the better half had difpcrs!d 
itfelf all over his black coat : and 
his hair, it flood as ereft as poor Jo- 
feph's didi when Potiphar*s wife 

fright- 



frightened him out of his wits, by 
threatening to get his maidenhead. 
To add to his rueful appearance, the 
(hop-keeper's nofe had painted his 
face all over with blood, fo that which 
was the murderer, and which the mur- 
deree, the gentleman could form no 
judgment; and the watchman, if ever 
he had any fenfc^s, (which is a thing 
much to be queftion'd) was now en- 
tirely deprived of them. At laft the 
gentleman, who was a droll fiih, 
gravely alk'd the Frenchman, if he 
was the man that was murder'd ; for 
as they both call'd out murder, it was 
proper he ftiould know which was the 
dead man, and which the murderer. 
Monfieur faid, it was not him dat 
yas kilt, he tank'd God and de gen- 
tleome for coming to fafe is life ; but 
dat orrable looking fellow add kilt 

1 2 Von 



TOn man, aod was going to mu^d^al^ 
him likevife* How, fays the gcntW* 
man ; where is the dead mad ? Dare, 
dare, fays fays the Frenchman, point-^ 
ing'to the portmanteau, which he had 
taken for the body of a dead man 
when he firft tumbled over it, btfc 
durft not turn his eyes that way on 
any account. Dare, dare, fays the 
gentleman, why thkt dead man has 
never a. head on. May be note, fays 
the Frenchman, dat grand teif vas 
cutting it off on de ground ven 1 did 
fall over im ; look all de blut is upon 
his face and fhirt. Not all the bloody 
fays the gentleman, for you hav6 got 
your fhare. The (hop-keeper by this 
time finding his tremendous ghoft 
to be neither more nor lefs than a 
jabbering Frenchman, began to take 
heart, and give mouth, (as the fpoi-tf- 

inei> 
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men fay by their hounds). Blaft your 
dayJights, fays he, you jam-footer- 
ing French fon of a bitch, you threw 
your powder-pufF-nob in my face on 
purpofe to blind me, that you might 
run away with my portmanteau. Jefu 
Maria ! fays the Frenchman, if dare is 
any faith in a good Catoiic, he vas 
upon the dead bodee ven I did fall 
over him. What dead body, fays the 
fliop- keeper, you fpawn of a French 
pimp ? 1*11 knock your teeth down 
your throat, if you call my portman- 
teau a dead body. Saying this, he 
ftoop'd down, and taking up his 
portmanteau threw it over his flioul- 
der and walk'd off, fearing to be too 
late for the coach. What became of 
the hair-drcfler you can*t expeft I 
fliould tell you, becaiife I went oflF 
with my jiew matter, who came up 

1 3 «® 
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to the coach jufl as the coachmao 
had faid gec-hi, and was going to 
crack his whip. In an inftant the 
portmanteau was ram'd into the boot, 
and my mafter into the coach, be- . 
tween two of the fatteft women all 
London and Weftminfter could have 
produced. They were both dealers 
in lace, and were going to take their 
annual jaunt to France. The (hpp- 
keepery what with his hafty walk, and 
his warm fituation, began to wax io 
hot, that it fet his nofe a-bleeding 
afrefh ; whith he miftaking for fweat, 
rub'd every now and then all over 
his face *, by which means he clapt 
one coat of blood upon another, i\\\ 
an intire bloody cruft covered his 
whole vifage. . When the coach flop- 
ped at the inn where brcakfaft was 
prepared, the oftlcr brought out the 

land- 
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knding-fteps, as I call 'em, though 
here there was no great occafioii for 
'etii, becaufe this coach did not hang 
above fix feet from the ground ; how- 
ever, as the oftler brought the fteps, 
one of the fat ladies, that went out 
firft, rather chofe to make ufe o^ 
them than take fo fmall a leap to the 
ground. The chamber-maid, whofe 
eyes were always looking for females, 
flew to give afliftance the moment fhc 
' faw a woman's cap peep out of the 
coach-dopr, and had gotten the fat 
gentlewoman fafely down five of the 
eight fteps, when the ftiop-keeper, 
wanting a mouthful of cool air, was 
hurrying out too foon after his fat 
companion ; the girl unfortunately 
cafting her eyes on his tremendous 
phiz, w^s fo furprized, that flie loft 
all power of affifting the good lady* 

1 4 who 
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who by that mearis tumbled lieadioftg 
from the laft three fteps, but by 
great luck broke heJr fall by carrying 
t1ie chamber-maid along with her ; 
but both of them having pretty fhrill 
pipes, they fet up fuch a fquall, that 
the horfes darted off a-frelh, and, be- 
fore the fhcrp-keeper had reach'd the 
third ftep frOm the top, over-fet the 
landing-machine, and feht him head- 
foremoft upon th^ two women. For 
l^'hat ufe Fortune may referve this 
man 1 can't tell, becaufe we parted 
ibon after, but here Ihe proved hiis 
very good friend again, for his head 
cameplurhp upon a pair of the broad- 
eft buttocks th^t ever moved under a 
flannel petticoat 5 this redoubled the 
fqualls of the lace-Woman and cham- 
ber- tnaid, which, join*d to the coach- 
men and oftler, and all the remaining 

paf- 
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paHengers in the coach, crying out 
wo I to the hOrfeS) made the mofl: un- 
common concert that ever mortal 
heard. The horfes were foon ftop'd 5 
they, poor creatures, had no great 
letch for running, but were, like the 
king of France, fome way or other 
furprized into the few wrong fteps 
they had taken. The two women 
ftill kept fqualling, as if it had been 
for a wager ; the chamber-maid, be- 
caufe the old woman's belly, which 
lay a-crofs her breaft, almioft fqueez- 
ed all the wind out of her body ; 
and the lace-woman fquall'd, becaufe 
Ihe had raafon to think the fhop- 
keeper's head had pounded one of 
her buttocks into a jelly : as for him, 
he had recovered his legs, and was 
carefully feeling whether he had broke 
his neck or not, without mindirig 
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either the women or the horfcs. The 
landlord and his l^dy, being alarm- 
ed with the noifc, came running out, 
and with much difiicuky had gotten 
the iace-woman puird off the cbaofi- 
ber-maid, when fpying the fhop- 
keeper's fcarlet face, they were with- 
in an ace of letting her tumble ^gain. 
The other paffengers by this time had 
gotten fafely landed, and all together 
walked lovingly into the breakfaft- 
room : but whilft tea was pouring 
out, they all feem'd defirous to hear 
the adventures of the knight of the 
bloody countenance. He feem'd 
pretty much embarras'd at the re- 
qucft ; but the maid bringing him in 
a bafon of water and a towel, rcliev'd 
him from his anxiety, and he promised 

• 

to give them the whole hiftory of his 
adventures as they travelled the next 

ftage : 
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ftage : how he acquitted himfelf I 
am forry I cannot give you an ac- 
count, becaufe underftanding from 
his companions that bank-notes rpufl: 
be paid to lofs in France, he got the 
landlord to change me ifor cafti, by 
which means I mifs'd leeing Canter- 
bury-church and Dover-cliff, aod was 
difapipointed in my expedtation of 
eroding the Britifii channel ; but, on 
fecond thoughts, I am very glad I 
was difappointed, for I fhould have 
given a very poor account of France 
after Triftram Shandy. 



CHAP, 
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CHAP. XIV. 

^ng "Tan'ta-ra-ra-ra Rogues tUL 

AS tny landlord did not defiojn to 
iceep me long, he juft thurft 
we carelefsly iirto his waiftcoat- 
^ocfeet, and he and his wife fat down 
•to breakfaft; they drank each a difh 
-of t^a ^wirhout fpeaking a word, as 
^ercral married couples may have 
'done^eforc^or^ughti know : atlaft 
the wife begun thus ; my 'Dear, fays 
Ihe, Sir Harry will be here to-night, 
what muft I do ? Do ? fays the huf- 
band, why let him ; he can't eat you. 
Lord, my Dear, fays fhe, you don't 
confider it v^ill be making a whore of 
me, and a cuckold of you ; and 
.-what fignifies that, fays he j fome of 

the 
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the greats ft folks in the land zrt 
t^hores and cuckolds^ - and no body 
thinks the worfe on *eai for it ; be- 
fides, no body c^n read it in our 
faces, and we (ball hardly tell 'em, 
aiid youf fecret need ne^er be be-' 
tray'd i for a woman that is not afraid 
of her hufband. has no occafion w 
truft rafcally fervants j it is thoft 
rogues and bitches that always blab 
fecfecs, and blaft honeft people's cha- 
ra(5ters ; but they'll never fufped any^ 
thing of that game, when I keep gQ»» 
ing afnd coming conftantly backward-^ 
and forward : but mind he puts the 
main article into your hand, I meaa 
the hundred pieces, before you let 
him touch a hair of your head. Th^ 
I (hall, fays the good wife, for nO" 
thing but your intercft (hould have 
made me confent to any fuch thing ; 

but 
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but I declare I don't know how to go 
about it. You go about it, you 
fool ! fays the hufband, you have no- 
-thing to do but take the money, and 
let him go about it. I am thinking 
-what a deal of money we might have 
been worth, if you had begun to make 
the mod of your talent two years fince ; 
but all in good time : now there's my 
old lord ***, that travels this-^way 
once a week only to make you dine 
with him, lam much miftaken if he 
wo'n't come down five hundred. Lord, 
dearee, fays the wife, I would not 
let him touch me for five thoufand, 
he always puts me in mind of a ba- 
boon. Pho ! you are a fool, fays 
the hulband, do you get the five 
hundred, and I'll repair all the da- 
mages he does you for five-pence, 
and get a -groat clear profit, Ouns, 

thinks 
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thinks I, if this fellow had been a 

m of p , how unlucky it 

would have happened for the nation ; 
he would not only have fold his wife 
and children to the firft bidder, but 
his country into the bargain; but 
Providence, ever watchful for the 



good of this murmuring nation, has 
taken care to keep all fuch fad fel- 
lows, whether qualified or unquali-^ 
fied, out of that moft refpedlable 
gang. I think I never heard of any 
man in that focjety that fold his wife 
for lefs than a place ot a penfion; and 
I hope, for the credit of the whole 
fet, that they will always hrave (pirit 
enough to keep up the price. But 
to return to my tale. You repair my 
damages, fays the wife ; how do yoti 
know what damage he might do me ? 
have not you often faid I was fuch a 

poor 



jpoor tender puny thing, yoU could 
ihake me to pieces. So I could at 
firft, fays the hufband; but you kept 
growing better and better, and I 
worfe and worfe, till at laft it was I 
tb^tt got ftiak*4 ^o pieces, inftead of 
yog ; therefore I fay give yourfclf no 
trouble or concern about being 
fbak'd to pieces, becaufe I'll fet you 
together again in the twinkling of % 
cobler's paring- knife. At thefe words 
fee give his greafy mouth a fide wipe 
^vith the corner of the table-cloth^ 
i^n^ walk'd into the liable, to take 4 
view of his poft-chaife, tits. Whilft 
lie was (landing in the liable, I Heard 
Jiim fay to the oilier. This is a d — d 
walhey horfc Samuel, he'll never be 
Worth his meat to us ; can't you get 
Sir Humphrey's coachman to tell his 
mailer their little bald nagg is quite 

worn 
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worn out, this horfe matches better 
with his companion than Ball him* 
fclf does ; and whatever he gets me 
to boot, he fhall have half. To 
^boot. Sir ! fays the oftler 5 why Ball 
is worth twenty pounds more than 
this horfe. No mattter for that, fays 
the maftcr, if Sir Humphrey doth 
i)Ot pay money to boots, he*ll never 
fancy he gets a good horfe ; and there 
is not, for that .matter, a better holy- 
day gelding in the kingdom than this 
nagg of mine : let him but ftand idle 
in the ftable, no horfe eats his corn 
with a better ftomach, or carries a 
brighter fkin ; fo in tho main. Sir 
Humphrey will be no lofer, for his 
horfes have many an idle day, and I 
fhall be a fmall gainer. Thinks I, I 
am fallen into the hands of a curious 
fellow here J I (hall be glad of a longer 
V0L.IL K ac. 



acquaintance with him ; but I was^ 
doom'd never to (lay long where I was 
well entertained. 

From the (tables the landlord took 
iL walk through the town towards a 
paddock he had, where two or three 
foundered horfes were put to cool 
their feet, and by the help of fpring* 
grafs get a little flefli on their backs, 
and fo be ready to bite the firft igno- 
rant chapman that ofFer'd at any of 
the neighbouring fairs. In his way 
the tallow-chandler of the town join'd 
him, and alk'd him if he knew of a 
quiet horfe to carry his candle-baC- 
kets about the country ? I am juft 
going, fays the honeft landlord, to 
fee a favourite horfe I have in my 
paddock ; he is too good for a poft- 
chaife : 1 therefore turn'd him out to 

4 reft 
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reft a month or two ; and then, after 
a fortnight's good grafs has put a lit- 
tle flefli on his back, he*ll be honeftly 
worth five and twenty pounds ; but if 
he fuits you, neighbour, PU let you 
have him a pennyworth : fifteen 
pounds is his price, no body elfe (hall 
have him under twenty. The tallqw- 
chandler, who did not underftand 
horfes fo well as he did mixing tallow 
and greafe together, lik'd the horfe 
very well. The landlord knowing 
the excife-day for paying duty for 
candles was coming on, artfully told 
the refiner of kitchen-ftufi^, that, as 
candles were better for keeping, he 
would not only take the price of the 
horfe in candles, but lay out twenty 
'pounds more, and inftantly pulPd 
me out of his waiftcoat-pocket. The 
melter of tallow could not refift the 

K 2 tempta- 
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temptation •, fo the bargain was in- 
ftantly ftruck, and ninety dozen of 
candles, that I calculated to be ho- 
neftly worth thirty- five pounds, went 
for me, and a horfe worth about fifty 
fliillings. I could not help faying, 
as I was pafling out of my landlord's 
hands into the tallow-chandler's, fare- 
well honeft landlord ; but I hope 
ftill, for the good of my country, you 
will never be a member of cither 
,houfe : what dreadful work would it 
make, if one rogue of my landlord's 

capacity was to fqueeze himfelf in 
there ? 

You cannot conceiv^e how much I 
was vexed to fee this honeft candle- 
wick-twifter fo abominably bit; thinks 
I to myfelf, how many dips muft he 
take amongft his ftinking tallow be- 
6 fore 
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fore he can make up this lofs ? I 
really was uneafy, and wiftied I could 
fpcak to tell him what a rogue his 
very good friend and neighbour the 
landlord was : but Lord help my poor 
head, I quickly found out that I was 
but very young in the world; for the 
moment he came home, the wife ac- 
cofted him with. Well, hufbartd, I am 
glad you have got rid of them candles 
at lad ; but did you tell neighbour 
Double-chalk to put them in a cool 
place, now the fummer is coming on, 
elfe in hot weather they'll all run away 
and. fave the trouble of burningthem ? 
I tell him ? fays the tallow-chandler, 
he never told me that his horfe was 
founder'd. I guefs'd it could not be 
worth above fcven, when he afk'd fif- 
teen pounds, and provided accord- 
ingly : but our black-fmith fays that 

K 3 - he 
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he IS fcarce worth three pounds ; and, 
if that's the cafe, I (ha'n'c be any 
great gainer at laft. Never mind, 
fays the wife, he has gotten that 
plaguy parcel of candles that have 
laid heavy on my mind thefe three 
months. I wonder what the duke of 

• 's cook means by fending us fuch 

kitchen-ftuff: he us'd to be worth 
dealing with when above half of it 
was the infide of firloins and large 
lumps of butter ; but this laft parcel 
was nothing but downright drippings, 
fkimmings of the pot, goofe-rumps 
and aprons, and fat mutton-flaps. For- 
merly he would not let the butcher 
take an ounce of fuet either out of 
a loin of beef or mutton, but now I 
am afraid he has found a better mar- 
ket for thofe articles ; if the next 
parcel proves as bad, I (hall tell him 

he 
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he may feek a better market for his 
rumps and aprons ; but howfomever 
this bank-note licks us whole, ihould 
the horfc prove only worth his fhoes 
and (kin. Saying this (he rammed 
me into her greafy bofom. I don't 
call it fo as if the poor lady was na- 
turally greafy, but continually hand- 
ling candles, and then haflily rubbing 
her bofom when a flea happened to 
bite, filled her pores fo full of tallow, 
that there was no more difference in 
fmell between her and a tallow candle, 
than between a four in the pound and 
a make-weight. Whether I began 
to grow old, or what was the matter 
I can't fay, but I did not feel the 
fame fenfacion here as with the fhoe- 
maker's young wife ; but, had it not 
been for my-nofe being fo very nice, 
I lay as fnug as in a feather-bed, for 

K+ fhe 



i 



I 



[ 136 ] 

(he had put me between two bags 
that feem*d to be ftufFcd with warm 
cuftard. Madam was fo elated withi 
joy at getting quit of the dukefs 
mutton-flap candles, that (he went* 
direftly up to her clofct ; I thought 
when I heard her open a lock (he 
might be going to depofit me in her 
fcrutore, inftead of which out came the 
cork of a bottle with a twang, and 
goggle goggle went the liquor thro* 
the bottle neck for ten feconds ; by the 
fmell I quickly nos'd it out to be 
cherry- brandy 5 much good may it do 
your heart, thought I, for you take it 
very kindly. Afterdinner (he wentup 
and repeated the dofe, and then call- 
ed on her next-door neighbour, the 
taylor's wife, to go a vifiting to alay-r 
ing-in woman half a mile a-crofs the 
fields. Whether the taylor*s wife had 

been 
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been to viGt her own private bottle 
or not I cannot tell, but fhc talk'd as 
faft as her neighbour could for the life 
on her ; and therefore I charitably 
fuppofed might be as well prim'd 
within. I thought to have edified by 
their difcourfe, but foon found it had 
the fame efFedb on me as hearing a 
news- paper read from fide to fide, 
without paying any regard to the 
columns ; becaufe one moment Mrs. 
Stich*s voice prevailed, and the next 
Mrs. Dip's, and upon fubjefts fo dif- 
ferent, that the jargon exceeded all 
human conception. They did not 
feem to expefl: that either of *em 
fliould fo much as liften, much lefs 
give each .other an anfwer ; but, like 
a larum-clock they let their tongues 
loofe at the end of the town, and 
never ceas'd till they reached the 

good 



good woman's habitation. At their 
firft entrance they were prefented with 
each a glafs of true cinnamon, after 
thatcame cakeand caudle, next a di(h 
of tea, and at parting t'other glafs of 
cinnamon. The converfation I omit, 
feecaufe there was nothing particular 
in it ; but my poor Mrs. Dip, tho* 
I never faw her fince, I cannot help 
pitying the diftreft fituation flie muft 
be in that night, for they had not 
walked a hundred yards before fhe 
began to fidget about, and feem quite 
«neafy in her (lays ; whether fleas 
really plagu'd her, or a prickly hu- 
mour in her flcin, or what was the 
matter, I can't fay ; but (he kept 
firft rubbing her bofom under her 
handkerchief, then putting her hand 
into her pocket- hole, and eafing her 

ftays below her ftomach, whilft I kept 

falling 
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falling lower and lower every frefli 
fcratch flie made, until I had Aided as 
far as the top of the ftore-room, where 
fhe had depoficed her cherry-brandy 
and cinnamon-water ; thisjutted ouc 
from the reft of her building, and 
form'd a femicircle like the top of a 
doom clap'd againft a wall. I Ihould 
have lain very fafe even there* till 
madam had undrefs^d and gone to* 
bed, if (he had not kept fidgeting 
and fidgeting, and fhaking her petti- 
coats, till I reach'd the extreme poini: 
of the femicircle, where I lay in a 
tottering condition for five minutes 
at leaft, and at laft came tumbling 
neck or nothing to the ground. 

• 

Although it is a truth generally ad- 
mitted that twelve taylors make a 
dozen* thieves, yet I can't fee it fo 
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generally admitted that twelve judges 
make half a dozen honeft men. I 
mention this to fhew you, that tho* 
fome things are generally admitted, 
others are not : it is likewife a tlting 
as generally admitted as the axiom 
about the taylors, that different li- 
quors, when put into the fame caflc^ 
fall to fretting before they will take 
a quiet pap together. I believe this 
might be the cafe with Mrs. Dip, 
which made her fo uneafy ; for tho* 
the cherry-brandy and cinnamon- 
water, as being cou (in germans, might 
make a ftiift to agree pretty well, yet 
when they came to be mixt with .three 
parts of a quart of country ale, which 
I had forgot to mention, that madann 
fwigg'd down at the ale-houfe about 
twenty yards (hort of the fick wo- 
man's habitation, join'd with- a full 

quart 
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quart of tea after it, I am of opinion 
that neither of the fpirited gentry 
lik'd their company, and were there- 
fore fquabbling which fl^ould get 
away firft out of her ftore-room ; and 
the buftling they made took up her 
attention fb much, that (he remem- 
bered me no more than if I had been 
the corner of an old ballad. 



CHAP. XV. 

Perils hy Water. 

MRS. Dip had not gone two 
fteps from me before fhe 
flopped, and feem'd to fquat as if 
(he wanted her eyes to be nigh the 
ground to look for fomething, I 
was in great hopes fhe had felt me 
fliding down, and was therefore peep- 
ing 
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ing about to pick me upagain ; but 
'twas no fuch thing, what excited her 
curioiity, as far as I could guefs, was 
a hot fpring that had fuddcnly iffucd 
out of the ground, I can account 
no otherways for an amazing quan- 
tity of warm water that came fmoak- 
ing and frothing clofe by me, with as 
rapid a ftream as the hot fwafli comes 
roaring from a brewtr*s fink ; and 
had I not luckily fallen on an emi- 
nence two or three inches higher than 
the ground about me, nothing lefs 
than the ark that preferved Noah and 
his wild beafts could have faved mc 
from the fury of this amazing flood : 
had the inimitable Alexander Pope 
been an eye-witnefs to this rapid 
flream, he would from nature have 
pen'd a ftronger defcription of a de- 
luge than even that which, he has fa 

beau* 
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beautifully tranflated from Homer, 
where the torrent rufliing from the 
mountains drives'tnen, women, cattle, 
corn-fields, houfes, and even rocks^ 
down the dream ; but it ftrikcs me, 
fo I cannot help giving it you in his 
own words, to (hew the impudence 
of a poe^ that pretends to give a 
literal tranflation of Homer, and ha$ 
fpent this glorious torrent capable of 
doing fo much mifchief in wafhing a 
taylor's nitty pate. 

Thus from high hills the torrents fwift and 

ftrong 
Deluge whole fields, and fwcep the trees along. 
Thro' ruin'd moles the ruihing wave refounds. 
Overwhelms the bridge, and burils the lofty 

bounds ; 
The yellow harvcfts of the ripen'd year. 
And flatted vineyards, one fad wade appear ! 
While Jove defcends influicy flieetsofrain. 
And all the labors of mankind are vain. 

After 
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After this fine dcfcription, would 
you think it poflible that a fellow 
who declares his is a Jiteral tranf- 
lation of this divine poei, this Ho- 
mer, fliould have fpent all this (hower 
of rain in wafhing the nits and lice 
from a loufy taylor*s crown ; but you 
fliall have is own words, to fhew I 
don't belie him. 

Thus when a hafty (how^r comes down 
Upon a fneaking taylor's crown. 
The ftream a living world annoys. 
And fwarms of nits and lice deftroys ; 
Waflies the loufy varlet clean, 
And nits and lice have bred in vain. 

By this fpecimen you may judge 
what fort of a tranflation this fellow 
has made. Tt miift be a literal one, 
with a vengeance. I wi(h fome of 
my claQical readers would take it in 
a proper light, and handle the author 

as 
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as he deferves, whilfl: I go on with 
my talc. 

The next-morning I was efpy*d by 
a tinker and his trull, who both ad- 
mir'd the foftnefs and thinncfs of my 
(kin ; then carrying me to the very 
alehoufe where poor Mrs. Dip had 
quench'd her thirft after her long 
walk, aflc'd the landlord what they 
had pick'd up on the road. 

Amongft the various qualifications 
neceffary to form a complete ftatef- 
man, prefence of mind is, in my opi- 
nion the mod eiTenQal; not to be dif- 
concerted at the unexpeded turns and 
tricks both of his own and other courts 
is a happinefs few ftatefmen can ar- 
rive at ; but had thi$ landlord been 
.'^prime minifter inftead of Sir Robert 

Vol. II. L Wal- 
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Walpblr, I am clear that all the low 
mtan artifices of that miferable, con- 
temptible, envious, fordid, confpicu- 

oufly mean wretch, that Mr. P 

afterwards Lord B , ' his low 

confpiracies with pfofefled Papifts, 
Jefuit emiffaries, real Jacobite tories^,. 
and difcontented whigs, nay hi? fur- 
prifing change when he kft them in 
the lurch, after his end was attain'd^ 
would have made very little impref- 
fion on this pot-houfe ftatefnian ; hi» 
prefence of mind would have conti- 
nued unmov'd amidft all the ihani 
ftorms and tempefts rais'd by this tur- 
bulent, defigning, low minded, mean, 
pitiful, fordid wretch. I form*d that 
judgment of the honed landlord, by 
his reception of the tinker, and in the 
courfe of a week's flay with him I had 

reafoA 
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f^afon to increife my good opinion of 
him every moment. 

On taking me out of the tinker's 
hand, with as fcrene a countenance 
as I have feen a judge pafs fentencei 
on a wretch not half fo great a rogue 
as himfelf, he fays to his wife, Lord, 
Nelly, this honeft man has found our 
grocer's bill that I dropt out of my 
pocket lad night, ahd has luckily 
faved me a journey to Rochefter ; fo 
gave the good folks a tankard and a 
piece of bread and chcefe for their 
trouble. 

Thank you matter, fays the tinker. 

Away goes my landlord to his 
bureau in the next room, and putting 
me fafe, in his pocket, brought out a 

L 2 printed 
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printed grocer's bill that looked as 
fine as any bank note whatever ; 
Here, fays he to his wife, (with the 
fame countenance) is the lad week's 
bill: I fee now for both together we 
owe juft five and forty fliillings. 

Thus was the poor tinker hum'd, 
and the boned ftatefman durft not 
fo much as give him the other tank- 
ard, for fear of creating fufpicion, 
elfe I have great reafon to think he 
would have done ic with all his heart. 

In this pot-houfe ftatefman's pocket 
did I lay very quiet for a full week, 
where I faw deeper fchemes to gain 
half a crown, than any courtier can 
form to get a cool thoufand ; but the 
fubjrft is too low to be intermixed 
with my ad ventures, fo Tihall wave it, 

and 
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and pafs on to articles of more im- 
portance. 

My laying fnug fo long in my 
landlord's pocket was occafioned by 
his looking day after day in the news- 
papers, to fee if I was advertifed and 
(topped at the Bank ; in that cafe he 
muft have been contented with the 
reward : but, on the fixth day, when 
he faw an advertifement, Lofl on the 
road between *** and *** a twenty 
pound bank-note, number forgot, he 
very confcientioufly marked me down 
for his own, and paid me the next day 
to his maltman, with as honed a look- 
ing face as he had on when he bub- 
bled the tinker. 
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CHAP. XVI. 

Pride a irqublefome Companion. 

BY this mahman was I paid into 
the hands of a phyfician, not by 
way of fee, but in part of rent for his 
lady*s jointure. This gentleman had 
happily made his way through the 
world as they call ir, talkM great, 
looked big, kept the beft company, I 
mean what phyficians call the bef]: 
company, not the nobility ; for thefe 
kind of people, though they are the 
doftofs* very humble fervant when 
they are (ick, don't like their faces 
much when they are well ; but what 
I mean by the beft company, is thefe 
who roird in their chariots, no mat- 
ter which way they came by them, or 

which 
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which way they fupport them ; but 
the doftor's lady, being a woman of 
fafhion, had a little fett of what they 
call fafhlonable people, whofe vifits, 
though fhe had degraded herfclf by 
marriage, kept up that kind of pride 
which (he thought was proper to fup- 
port her dignity, and (he kept it up 
like a woman of true fadiion in a pro- 
per medium : but when tht doftor^ 
in imitation of his lady, began to 
meddle with pride, as Shakefpcar fays, 
he handled his bow like a cow* 
keeper, nothing was ever fo ftifF, and 
no mortal ever difplayed it at fiich 
improper times ; in (hort, it was al- 
ways bringing him into fcrapes and 
mortifications ; but they did not hurt 
him much, becaufc they never hit the 
tender place he was moft afraid of, to 
wit, his pedigree, which he had a 

1-4 great 
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great mind to forget himfelf ; and if 
ever I come under his hapds again, I 
queftion whether he will not poifbn 
me for fpeaking of it now. 

But true it is (and why truth fhould 
offend I cannot fee) that this great 
man's mamma kept a hedge alehoufe 
in a pleafant ihady lane in Kent. 
Who the dodtor's father was, I cannot 
be expefted to tell with certainty, be- 
caufe,amongft the number that drove 
for that honour, his mother could 
only give a very diftant gucfs. 

I would not have had our doftor 
acquainted with Mr. Footers Cad- 
wallader for ever fo much j for as he 
feemcd to think them very little fel- 
^ lows that had never a grandfather, 
what then muft he have thought of 

our 
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our doftor, that had never a father ? 
but Providence fpared him that mor- 
tification, and Cadwallader and he 
never met. 

But though the do£tor had ne'er a' 
. father, to his great mortification he 
had two uncles by the mother's fide, 
who, like their filler, the doftor*s 
mamma, having no great ftock to be- 
gin the world with, put themfclves 
to the firft bufinefs they could lay 
hands on; the youngeft fervcd as 
journeyman feveral years to a pawn- 
broker ; and when his mailer died, 
married the widow, whom he found 
in fuch good circumftances, that in 
about feven years time, he retired 
three or four miles from town, which 
he called the country, and kept his 
chariot. The doftor, who never 

would 
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woald do either of his uncles the 
honour to know them, now conde- 
fcended to vifit and feel the pulfe of 
this unck and aunt, whenever they 
got a flight cold or fo : but there was 
ibmething fo galling in his fuperci- 
lious pride to the good pawnbroker- 
^fs, that (he could not hinder a little 
ijpite rankling in her brown bofom : 
for as (he looked upon herfelf much 
fuperior to her late journeyman, the 
doctor's uncle, {he thought flie was 
furely as good as the dodor himfelf^ 

Now as the uncle and aunt were 
good patients, and always paid as 
faandfomely for a wife look and a 
touch on the pulfe as Mr. or Mrs, 
Anybody, the do£lor could not avoid 
^fking them to an entertainment 
which he gave twice a year, to all 

the 



[ ^55 ] 

the upftart riders in chariots that em- 
ployed him ; for hjs lady took grea? • 
care never to mix her ancient qua* 
lity-acquaintance with yefterday folks, 
iwhich polite people call muftrooms. 

Thefenior uncle, with whom thii 
pawn-felling brother always lived ia 
great harmony, and who maintained 
himfelf by his bufinefs, though he 
had little chance of rolling on wheels, 
had been that mcrning taken very ill; 
and the dodor, by defire of the cha- 
riot- riding brother, had been to vifit 
him. 

Now the devil, who had long owM 
the doftor a grudge for pretending to 
rival him in pride, took this oppor- 
tunity to pay him home; and juftas the 
cloth was taken away,and all the bottles 
with curious labels, &c. fet on the ta- 
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ble, this mifchievous devil, this Satan, ' 
put it into the pawnbroker's head 
to alk the doftor how his brother did. 
The pupil of Galen, with an air that 
would do honour to the largeft wig 
that ever covered the brain-pan of a 
phyfic-monger, replied, I don't fear 
but the gentleman will do very well* 

The pawnbroker's wife, who had 
not,' or at lead pretended fhe had 
not, attended to the queftion, bawls 
out. What, you mean your uncle, 
do6tor ? I am heartily glad to hear 
he is likely to do well ; the parifli 
would have had a great lofs of him, 
for he is reckoned the belt cobler ia 
all London. 

Never did aftoniftiment difplay it- 
felf in fuch lively colours as it did at 
that inftant on the faces of the whole 

circle^ 
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circle, except the fpcech-maker*s,and 
ihe appeared as unconcerned as if flie 
had been buying a poor caft-ofF mif- 
trefs's gold watch for half its value. 

The plump, round, unmeaning 
face of the dodtor, became inftantly 
a foot long, whilft indignation fpark- 
Icd from the eyes of his quality-lady, 
to think flie had contaminated her bed 
with a creature whofe uncle was a 
cobler : in (hort, (he ey'd her help- 
mate with ineffable difdain ; and pre- 
tending, but I am inclined to believe 
being taken with a real fit of the cho- 
lic, retired, leaving her hufband,. the 
cobler's nephew, to entertain his afto- 
niihed guefts as well as he could. 

The mod naufeous mixture which 
the doftor ever prefcribcd for any 

poor 
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poor devil of a patient to fwallow, 
ril anfwer for it, never tafted half fo 
bitter as this did to himfelf v and he 
wiihed he had rather taken all his own 
recipes for the laft month, than have 
invited this uncle and aunt. As for 
the good-natured company, their afto- 
ni(hment foon changed into a kind 
of malignant pleafure, to- find the 
great dodtor, who looked as if he 
could trace his pedigree as high as 
Nimrod, had as fhallow, if nbt a 
Ihallower, bottom than themfclves i 
for there were few of the company, 
except one that came from the Founds 
ling-hofpital, and another that was 
put apprentice by -the parifli toa chim»- 
ney-fwceper, but had ft nfe enough to 
run away, and get money abroad -, I 
fey, there was not one of the com- 
pany except thefc two, but what could 

upon 
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opon dccafiion find a grandfather ei- 
ther by pappa or mamma's fide ; they 
therefore began to enjoy iht things 
and thinking themftlves well con- 
cealed under their own obfcurity, 
chuckled inwardly to find the great 
do6tor no bigger a man than them- 
felves. If the man of phyfic could 
have recovered himfelf, they were diC- 
pofed to be very merry ; but as the 
fportfmen at the cock- pit fay, he 
was chanc'd for the battle, and could 
not put it off; his jaw was lengthened 
for the night, and it was out of the 
power of ftyptics to ftiorten it again ; 
he duril as well be blooded or blif- 
tered, as attempt to mount his darling 
hobby-horfe^/-///^, that evening; and 
without it he was a Mr. Nobody ; but 
Mrs. Pawnbroker had given him a 
tumble, and with fuch a rattle, that he 

4 felt 
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felt it fcverely, and in my opinion will 
feel it in his bones thefe ten years at leaft ; 
and could he even cure himfelf, I am 
apt to think his quality rib won't let 
him forget it, but on every trifling 
Gccafion will be apt to fay. Remem- 
ber who you are fir ; and I am afraid 
the doftor is not philofopher enough 
to recolledl that his misfortune is no 
more than what all fudden great men 
are fubjefl: to ; for unlcfs they can get 
an aft of parliament to hang or drown 
all their relations, in the midfl: of their 
higheft airs they will be liable to 
thefe fort of mortifications. 

However the doftor ftrove as much 
as he could to make the befl t)f a bad 
ma/ket i but, fpite of his endeavours, 
he put the king's health about with 
as grave a phiz as if he had been fay- 
ing 
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ing an ave maria for a departed foul: 
the reft of the general toafts under- 
went the fame fate, and walked 
gravely, one after the other, like 
a Lancafhire carrier's ftring of horfes. 
The dodtor, by drinking bumper af- 
ter bumper, had rather got his chin 
up a little ; but unluckily cafting his 
eyes on his pawn-taking aunt, down 
it went again, lower than ever, and 
the evehing concluded as flat as if it 
had been a meeting of commilTioners 
for building a new bridge. 

^ The dodor was heartily glad when 
he got rid of his company, efpecially 
his blundeping aunt ; but now ano- 
ther difficulty occurred, which was 
how to face his delicate rib : this 
cobler, in fpite of all the doflor's 

Vol. I. M pride. 
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pride, had funk him even in his owtt 
opinion : — as he was conning over a 
fpeech to make to his lady on his en- 
trance into her room, the maid met 
him, and told him her miftrefs was 
to much indifpofed, fhe defired to 
Heep alone, and had ordered another 
bed to be prepared for him. In the 
morning the difcipleof Galen was 
forced to breakfaft by himfclf-^— ma-^ 
dam could not be difturbed* 

A merry poet I remember fomc^ 
where or other tells us of a gentle- 
man that fwaUowed a whok cobler* 
awl and apron into the bargain; but 
our poor Udy^s mouth was not wide 
enough for ,fuch a job 5 this cobler 
ftuck.fo fait in her throat, that fhe 
cpuld not get a wink of deep all. 
n^bt^ and he was flicking there 

wheft 
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when the doftor went out to vifit his 
patients. 

Happily for the faid paticnts^hewent 
about this bufinefs with fuch perturba- 
tion of mind, that hedid notknow what 
he prcfcribed ; by which means, to his 
great furprize and niortification, he 
found half of them almoil cured at 
the next vifit, although he did not de- 
fign to have releafed one of them un- 
der twenty fees more, inftead of two; 
thus did the unfortunate cobler do 
milchief every way, without meaning 
it; for fo far from being a mif- 
chievous man, all the parifh gave him 
the chara&er of a quiet fober creature. 

Happily for our honcfl: cobler, 
the do£tor negleftcd the only oppor- 

M 2 tunity 
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tunity he had of being even With him 
for all the trouble and vexation he 
had occafioned; for the man of phy- 
fic, inftead of prcfcribirig for him, 
would not fo much as .let his coach- 
man drive through the ftreet; by 
which means nature cur'd him ia 
half the time that the doftor would 
have kiird him. 

I am ferry I am not able to enter- 
tain my readers with what would have 
proved by far the beft part of the 
ftory, I mean the meeting o.f this 
quality-lady and the cobler-ftain'd 
doftor ; her fpeech muft have been 
an edifying one, and calculated no 
doubt to (hew the infolencc and im- 
pudence of low people, daring to 
mix their healthful blood with the- 
corrupted mafs of true quality. 

The 
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T^hc doftor, as I faid before, was 
fo bufy in ftudying how to appeafe 
the wrath of his fuper-cxcellent lady, 
that his mind run on nothing elfe ; 
and I obfcrvcd in one of his recipes^ 
for ten grains of calomel, he wrote 
ten grains of a cobler. How the apo- 
thecary would make it up, I cannot 
tell, unlefs he did like your country 
apothecaries, i(and city ones too for 
that matter) fubftitute one drug for 
another,, though no more alike in 

quality, than my Lord C and 

and the noted Jonas. 

Whilft the doftor was pondering, 
and pondering, and pondering, un- 
til, like Dr. Laft's parfon, he began 
to think of — nothing at all, a china- 
(hop ftruck his eye : he pulled the 

M 3 firing' 
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firing diredly, and went and bought 
a beautiful fet of china for forty gui- 
neas : this he difpatcbed home by 
way of a peace-maker, in order to 
prepare the road for hinifelf ; but 
by the fame blunder that cured his pa- 
tients, what he intended for the beft, 
proved for theworftj for his mind 
was fo full of the mender of foles, 
that thinking to order the meflenger 
to tell his lady the dodor had fent 
the china, he bid him fay the cobler 
had fcut them. Yes fir, fays the fel- 
low, and away he went. 

The doAor th^n puU'd out his 
pocket-book,and paid nie and twenty- 
two pounds in hard caQ^ to the cop- 
per-nos'd china-man, then mounted 
his chariot with a heart as light again 

a& 



as when he came out, little thinking, 
poor gentleman, thatinftead of mend- 
ing the matter, he had laid a frefh rod 
in pickle for himfclf. Fare you well, 
doftor, fays I, when your pride grows 
troublefome to you, give it to the 
parfon of St. ♦♦♦♦'s parifli^ be knows 
the vanity of it, and to eafe his ho- 
ned pariihioners has engroflfed the 
pride of the whole parilh to himfelf. 
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CHAP. XVI. 

Afcene in ibe country. 

BY the china-man I was fcnt into 
the north, to meet a gentleman 
who had made a fix months tour thro' 
fcvcral parts of England, and was, 
when I came into his poflfeflion, upon 
his return to town. The very day 
after I got into his hands, he called 
at a fmall corpdration-town, to pay 
a vifit, and take a dinner with a friend 
whofe houfe flood at the end of this 
corporation-village, if I may be al*- 
lowcd to call it fo. As the two friends 
were fauntering away the hour be- 
fore dinner in the garden, the maid 
came running to her maftcr, crying. 

Sir! 
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Sir! Sir! the jack is broke, and I 
cannot get the mutton roafted. Then 
run and fetch the mayor, fays he, and 
tell him, if he cannot get it done in 
time, he muft e'en flay and turn the 
fpit himfelf, for all our men are in 
the field ; but tell him I'll give him 
a drink for his trouble. Away went 
the girl, and quickly returned to ac- 
quaint her mafter that the conftable 
was come before his worlhip with a 
foot- pad that had been dealing cocks 
and hens ; and as he was recorder, 
the mayor begged his advice to know 
what he muft do with him. Then 
go^ fays the recorder, and bid Mr. 
mayor and ^ his conftable bring the 
cock and hen foot-pad hither. The 
girl went, and the two friends walked 
into the houfe to receive them : in 
five minutes they all three arrived. 

As 
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As they flood on a row, it would 
have puzzled a conjurer to find out 
which was the magiftrate, which the 
conftable, and which the foot-pad : 
his worihip was in his working waid- 
coat, but had pulled off his apron, as 
not belonging to his itiagifterial 
branch of bufinefs ; but the lofs of 
the apron unfortunately dHcovered a 
large hole in a critical part of his 
breeches, (which in his hurry he had 
not attended to) but it really gav^ 
him the air of a heathen pbilofophicr; 
the conftable was drefTed in a coat 
that had been made for a mati two 
foot taller than himfelf, and in the 
tip-top of the mode when long fkirts 
were in falhion •, fo that I took It at 
firft for a woman's Jofeph •, as for the 
crolprit, he was fo decently dreft, that 

you won't wonder, if both my owner 

and 
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and fclf took him for Mr. Mayor; 
nor w€r€ we undeceived, till the re- 
corder faid, pray fit down, Mr. 
Mayor. No, thank you, fay;s the 
knight of the ragged breeches, Pd 
rather ftand. Upon which, Mr. Re* 
corder afked ihpm, who had anything 
to fay againfl: the man. An pleafe 
you, fays his worfhip, with as dutiful 
a bow as if he had been prefenting a 
petition to the King, John Harrow- 
tooth's wife is come to difappear 
againfl: him; fhe's i*th' hall now. 
Then pray, fays Mr. Recorder, let 
her difappear out of the hall, and 
walk in here. Upon which, Mrs.Har-^ 
rowtooth was called in. I never was 
more pleafed with the fight of a wo- 
man fince I was born, than I was at 
the appearance of this Mrs. Harrow- 
tQOth ; file was about five foot tea- 

inches 
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inches high, with limbs in propor-- 
tion, but rather delicate than cluin- 
fy, and a very fair (kin; I guefs'd 
flic could not be above two and 
twenty years of age : lier hafte to 
bring the foot pad to juftice, made 
her forget fiie was in he Ihift-fleeves, 
with only her leather boddice on, and 
a filk handkerchief thrown over her 
neck, that did not half cover a bo- 
fom much finer turned than the fa- 
oioas Venus de Medicis. What have 
you to fay againft this foot-pad, fays 
Mr- Recorder, fucking in his breath 
as if he had got a mouthful of fcald- 
jDghot porridge; for Mrs. Harrow- 
tooth's figure had ftruck him as well 
as me ; and I could likewife perceive 
my owner's blood began to run at 
the rate of four mile an hour fader 
than it did i but that need not inter- 
rupt 
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rupt my tale now. — What have I to 
fey againft him ? quoth Mrs. Har- 
rowcooth, I've nothing to fay againft 
him, but' that I catcbed him in the 
fadt. What fad, pray ? (^lys Mr, 
Recorder, Why, ftealingmy poultry, 
lays Mrs. Harrowtooth, How did 
you catch him ? adds Mn Recorder, 
Why, fays (he, I myfelf pulled a frcfli 
murdered cock out of his breeches; 
there was a hen under it that Peter 
Stackgarth challenged, but the cock 
is my hufband's ; I have had him in 
my hand a hundred times when he 
was alive, and could fwear to him 
almofl: in the dark. My hulband^ if 
he was at home, does not know him 
better than 1 do. Upon this, my 
owner could fmother his laughter no 
longer, fo haftily walked out into 
the garden, that he might not difturb 
fo worfhipful a court, and left the 

recorder 
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recorder biting hard at his pencil, ttt 
enable him to preferve his counte- 
nance. When my owner had in- 
dulged his fit of laughing, he re- 
turned into the dining-room, where 
we found Mr. Recorder had agreed 
to deliver the cock and hen mer- 
chant to a recruiting officer that came 
every market-day to beat up, and had 
therefore given him into the cuflody 
of the conftablc, to be turned over to 
the captain's ferjeant, who happened 
to be there that very day. Mr. Mayor 
was fent into the kitchen to turn the 
fpit, and the recorder was affuring 
Mrs. Harrowtooth,. that if the cap* 
tain to whom the man was deli- 
vered, did not make her ample fa* 
tisfaftion for the lofs of her cock, he 
himfclf would be at the cxpence of 
finding her a frefh one ; then gave 
her a glafs of mountain wine, which 
4 raifed 
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ntijfed her fpirits fo, that what with 
thfe wine, and the further aflurance 
of a fre(h cock, ihe departed almoft 
as well contented as if her own had 
been Hill in good health and vigour* 

As T promifcd in my firft volume 
to return to Jack and his father as 
ibon as poiTible, I think I cannot do 
better than leave my prefent poileflbr 
at the recorder's, wiiere he fiaid a 
fortnight inftead of one day, and in 
th^t tinoe made a hundred fieevelels 
errands to farmer Harrowtooth's, on 
pretence of getting fome inlight into 
farming afiairs ; but I believe the real 
motive was to get an iniight into fome 
ftflfairs that nobody but the farmer had 
a real title to meddle with. How h^ 
fbcceeded, time may difcover, but X 

IhaU 



{hall not at prefent, becaufe I will 
keep my word about Jack's father. 

CHAP. XVII. 

^he great danger of hanging cats in a 

fajfion. 

A Neighbouring farmer, one of 
the old gentleman's tenants, 
had a very fine cat ; now this^ faid 
cat, moved by the inftigation of the ' 
devil, (thefe words I obfervc are al- 
ways put into indidlments, either for 
libels or murder) was tempted to kill 
a favourite thrufh of his mailer's ; now 
though the cat was as fine a creature 
for a cat as the bird was for a thrufh, 
yet the farmer being a crofs old tyke, 
fwore he would hang the cat : now 
Tom Pufs being a very tame animal, 

ufed 
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tfed to vifit Jack's father very pfceo, 
and was much careffed by him : after 
his breakfaft on the thrufli, which 
Mr. Grimalkin little fufpedted ^as to 
be his laft, he canle direftly to vific 
our old gentleman, and was purring 
and rubbing himfelf againft his legs^ 
when the farmer came in high wrath 
for his cat, in order to hang him. 
Jack's father begged of him to, mo*- 
derate his pafllon, and told him, it 
was only cat after kind ; and if he 
was a cat he would do the fame thing: 
the farmer not readily entering into 
the fpirit of the fentence, was more 
enraged than ever, thinking 'the 
Yquire had made a cat of him ; upon 
which, he fnatched up poor Toin, 
and went home and hanged him in 
4 paffion, upon the pails at the end 
of his farm-yard. Unluckily for the 
Vol. II. N paf- 
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paflionate farmer, they proved to be 
the 'fquire's pales. A fervant came 
and told him that pufs was hanging 
upon his pales. What, fays the old 
gentleman^ has he the impudence to 
infult me, by hanging his cat on my 
pales, becaufe I defired him to fpare 
him ? Run for Mr. Quitam the at- 
torney. The fervant ran; the at- 
torney came : he was clear it would 
bear an action : a writ was accordingly 
fent for ; and the old gentleman, by 
the help of the worthy Mr. Quitam, 
is purfuing the farmer with fuch 
warmth, that I fancy he'll take care 
how he hangs cats again, upon the 
'fquire*s premiffes ; for Quitam has 
undertaken, if they don't' fpare for 
money, to make the farmer hang him- 
fclf upon the fame pales. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP, xviir. 

The benefit of good advice. 

Jack's father had no fooner got- 
ten the law-fuit againft the farmer 
firmly fixed upon the flocks, but the 
very next day another of as great 
confequence fell out. As I had an 
opportunity of hearing the whole af- 
fair, I may as well let my reader into 
the fecret of the cafe from the begin- 
ning. Know then, gentle or ungentle 
reader, (for I expeft to meet with 
both) that at a market- town, not a 
hundred miles diflant from London, 
there is a club of very honcft fellows, 
that meet twice a week to enjoy them- 
fclves, by getting fo drunk, they arc 
fcarce able to reel home. One of 

N 2 thcfc 
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thefe is a fwinging great fat fel- 
low, as big as a centry-box, a fpe- 
cial good-natured man though, and 
by all accounts a jovial companion: 
this honeft foul reeling home one 
of thefe club-nights, either fell or 
laid himfelf down at a grocer's (hop- 
door. A merry little fellow, whofc 
head was half an hour harder than 
t-his FalftafF*s, reeling home the fame 
way, tuoibled over him, and broke 
his little finger : however, with much 
ado he got up, and ftaggcred home, 
fwearing all the way he would indite 
the grocer for laying his hop-facks in 
the ftreet, unlefs he would pay both 
the furgeon and fmart-money. Af- 
ter the little gentleman was cured, he 
fent the furgeon's bill to the grocer, 
who being fenfible he never left a bag 
of hops out of doors all night in his 

life^ 
7 
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life, fet til m at defiance: upon which, 
he was indifted- At the feflions it ap- 
peared, that inftead of tumbling over 
a bag of hops, he had tumbled over 
a bag' of guts. The difcovery was 
made by a taylor's apprentice, who 
was paying his refpefts to the gro- 
cer's maidin thefervantVhall, which 
in the country commonly happens to 
be the ftreet-door fteps ; there, whilft 
he was faying foft things to his hard- 
fifted Venus, he had an opportunity 
of beholding the whole tranfaftion, 
which he clearly explained to the fa- 
tififaclion of the court. . But as the 
little gentleman had pofitively fworh 
that the fat fellow was a bag of hops, 
he has ever 'fince gone by the name 
of Sir Snoringham Hopfack. Honeft 
talftaff only laughs at it ; but hi« 
lady is the moftdilcomfrouzlcd crea- 

N 3 ture 
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ture in the world, and good reafon 
for it, for being a very (hort fquab 
woman, with a belly half as big again 
as her hufband*s, the name of Lady 
Hopfack hits her too hard : fhe there- 
fore plagued her hulband day and 
night to bring an aftion againft every 
man that called him Hopfack ; but 
he only laughed at her, and bid her 
be quiet : upon which, (he one day 
packed herfelf up in the ftage- coach, 
which fet her down at the alehoufe 
on the turnpike-road, about a mile 
from the old gentleman's feat, from 
whence (he waddled up to the houfe; 
being a nigh relation of the 'fquire\ 
he inftantly fent for her baggage, as 
her own legs found her carcafsbaggage 
enough for them to fupport, without 
being burdened with any thing elfe. 

The 
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The old gentleman only heard her 
tale the night fhe came, and the next 
morning away they both went to Lon- 
don, to confult counfellor Leather- 
head, of Lincoln's-inn. Whenever 
the *fquire refolves, right or wrong, 
to have a law-fuit, Leatherhead is firfl: 
confulted : he is a fine fellow that 
way, and never fails to embroil his 
client in a law-fuit ; but he ufes his 
clients no worfe than himfelf ; for 
even in his own affairs, the lefs chance 
there is of fucceeding, the more eager 
he is to try the caufe. I have heard 
people fay he has had twenty law- 
fuits of his own, and never gained 
one in his life. Leatherhead advifed 
him to proceed by way of indict- 
ment ; for, fays he, as your kinfwo- 
man is a gentlewoman, the name of 
Hopfack may be looked upon by the 

N 4 court 
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court as a libel •, and if that proves 
the cafe, fomebody will have it in 
his power to make them all tremble 
for making ufe of a faucy liberty 
iSnglilh people have too long beea 
fuSered to tlaim ; I mean that of call- 
ing their betters rafcals, becaufe they 
know themfelves to be fcoundrels. 

Jack's father was fo pleafed with 
this advice, that inftead of two gui- 
neas, he gave Leatherhead three, and 
away went the old gentleman and 
his coufin, with as much fatisfaftion 
as if they had gained a caufe with a 
thoufand pounds a year at the eju) 
on't, 



CHAP, 
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CHAP. XIX. 

A mfi difafireus dif after. 

I Should have been exceeding hap.- 
py to have fpent all my days 
with the old gentleman and his fon 
Jack, as 1 had begun to enter into 
their amufemcnts, and the fmell of 
tobacco was grown quite a perfume 
to me •, by which means my nofe 
was daily regaled ; and as for the ear. 
Jack had begun his Bible over again, 
fo that if my good fortune had con- 
tinued me but one poor twelvenrionth 
longer with the old gentleman, I 
Ihould have known as much of the 
Scriptures as any bifliop of them all ; 
Day, as any old woman in the parifb \ 
and they are allowed to have the bet- 
ter 
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tcr memory of the two, uolefs the bi- 
fhops chance to be old women like- 
wife, and then they are upon a par. 
I had heard chat as how^ Mrs. Eve 
could not be quiet whilft (he was 
well, but would have a bite of an 
apple, although (he might every day 
take her belly-full of fruit with ftones 
in it,fuch as cherries, peaches, plumbs, 
neftarines, &c. &c, and nobody fay 
wrong (he did ; but becaufe one poor 
article was forbid^ and a flonelefs ar- 
ticle too, flie chofe to long for it ; 
and the devil, who is always . very 
ready at fuch pretty kind of jobbs, 
helped her to ftay her longing in a 
twink. 

Jack had gotten as far as Leviti- 
cus, where, to be fure, there arc 
a great many pious rules, and very 

proper 

2 



[ i87 1 

proper to be reid in churches ; as 
how, after a poor woman has had a 
male child, nobody, not her own huf- 
band, is to meddle with her in the 
child-getting way for threefcore and 
fix days ; but all the labour is loft in 
reading it to the Chriftians 5 they call 
it a Jewifti trick, and break the Le- 
vitical law much fooner, which to be 
fure muft fall heavy on the poor wo- 
men. It fays likewife, you (ha'nt 
meddle with a wonian that hath an 
iflue ; but if fhe is poffeffed of a large 
fortune, a Chriftian Lord will take 
her if (he has twenty. Then there 
was one chapter about fcabs ; but as 
I hate fcabby fellows of all forts, like 
a fober citizen at church, I fell afleep 
whilft the chapter was reading. 

Ihad 
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1 had forgot though to mention a 
queer queftion Jack aflced his father 
on the road betwixt Gcnefis and Le- 
viticus ; it was about honeft Jbfeph, 
when he ran fo ftoutly away from his 
miftrefs, and left his coat to cover 
her, becaufe fhe was naked. Jack at 
his age could have no idea of a young 
m^n running away from a naked wo- 
man, fo thought there muft be fome 
good reafon for it : he therefore afked 
his father, if (he was not a confounded 
ugly jade that this great man had 
married for her money, as our great 
men fometimes do now-a-days. The 
old man told him, (he was a very 
hatjdfome woman, but it was the Lord 
that gave him ftra^ngth to run away. 
I underftand you, fays Jack, the Lord 
hardened his heart as he did that of 

Pha. 
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Pharoah, that he plagued (o with lice 
and frogs, and at laft fowfed him in 
the Red Sea. The old fellow was fo 
pleafed with this obfcrvation of Jack's, 
that he gave a fnap with his fifl on 
the table, like the crack of a piftol, 
and fent a frclh-burnt tobacco-pipe 
and a black jug of ale Hap upon the 
floor : the tobacco-box fa\red itfelf ; 
for being of the fame metal that Pope • 
made a late reverend prelate's head, 
it was not inclinable to jump fo nim- 
bly. Jack, as ufual, flar'd with hii 
jaws about half a yardafunder: but 
the old fellow bid him ring for a 
frefli fupply of ale, and then go on, 
adding, that he always faid Jack 
would turn out a clever lad. Thus 
with thefe two originals did I fpend 
n>y time, till one fatal morning thac 
\ was deftincd to part fronai my good 

old 
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old friend, in the corner of whofe 
breeches -pocket I had lain undifturb- 
ed many a merry day ; but nothing 
in this world can remain for ever in 
one fituation ; the deareft f riends, foon 
or late, muil part. 

The curate of the pari(b, although 
he had full five and thirty pounds a 
year, and no family, except a wife 
and fix children, had managed fo ill 
as to get very near eleven pounds be- 
hind-hand in the world, occafioned, 
as he told the old gendeman, by his 
family proving for fix months toge- 
ther very fickly, and therefore came 
to beg the favour of the 'fquire to 
lend him that fum. Now fcveral 
difcerning people would foon have 
found out that he mud: have been 
fwattling away his^ money at the alcr 

houfe. 
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houfe, or a man with fuch a find in* 
come could never have run fo much 
in debt ; but our old gentleman be- 
lieved every word he faid, and not 
having gold enough lug'd me from 
his breeches pocket, and lent the cu- 
rate twenty pounds inftead of eleven. 
The CoUea-readcr could hardly be- 
lieve bis own eyes ; as he expe6ted 
no more than a ten poqnd note, he 
fancied he faw double, fo took a fe^ 
cond peep^ and fpelt the word twenty 
ten times over at leaft before he could 
believe it was a word of two fyllaUes ; 
at laft, being perfuaded it was really 
twenty, he thanked the fquire with 
fuch an air of gratitude, that the old 
gentleman, who had great fenfibility, 
told him he Ihould never repay it till 
he got a living ; which was the fame 
thing as faying, I give it you; for the 

poor 
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poor curate had no more chance o( A 
living, than a methodifl: preacher has 
of going to heaven : however, away 
he went the happieft mortal alive* 
He had fcarce walked twenty yards 
from the houfe, before he pulPd me 
*again out of his pocket ; he ftill mif-^ 
cruftcd his fenfes, and, for fear the 
word twenty fliould give him the flip, 
he kept his eyes conftantly on that 
fpot, left fome of the letters in ic 
Ihould vanifhj but all the time he 
walked very .brifldy homeward, to 
let his wife Ihare his joy. On the 
road betwixt the old gentleman's and 
the town where he lived he efcaped 
all accidents^ and neither ran over 
coach, chaife, or cart, becaufe the 
drivers commonly bawl'd out to him ; 
but in the town unfortunately there 
was a frutt*cellar in his road, the par- 

fon» 
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fon, not having a corner of an eye to 
ipare to dircft his feet, walk'd plump 
into the cellar, and went head-foremoft 
to the bottom of the flairs: the fruit- 
woman and a bafket of apples were- 
luckily in his way, and broke his fall, 
but he carried both to the bottom with 
jiim ; the bafket and apples roU'd away 
and got clear of him, but the poor 
woman lay under him in. a pofture for 
all the world as if the parfon was go- 
ing to ravifh her : he, poor man, was 
fo flun*d with his fall, he could not 
Air an inch, had it been to fave *the 
fouls of the whole parifh ; as to the 
fruit-woman, fhe was very little hurt, 
but finding the parfon lay quite mo- 
tionlefs upon her, fhe began to be 
weary of his weight, and after trying 
two or three different motions of her 
own to get hFm to flir, but without 
Vol. XL O cfFcft, 
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cfitft, flic then began to roar out for 
help. A wetquaker that was going 
by look*d down, and feeing Divinity 
in that pofture, lifted up his eyes, and 
faid, Who qould have thought it ? 
but walk'd off, not caring to inter- 
fere in church-affairs. The baker's 
wife at the next door hearing the 
quaker's ejaculation, and feeing him 
look down, let her curiofity carry her 
to know what was the matter; by 
this time the apple-vender, in ftriving 
to difengage herfelf, had gotten one 
of her legs acrofs the parfon's back ; 
her petticoats in the fall had fo dif- 
pofed themfclves, that an impartial 
byeftander would have fworn the 
parfon had taken them up on purpofe, 
though he poor foul, fo far from hav- 
ing any thoughts about petticoats^ 
had fcarce touched his own wife's for 

the 
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the laft fcvcn years. This fhews how 
cautious good people ought to be in 
judging too raftily by appearances. 

The baker's wife feeing her neigh- 
bour in apofture that fomehow or 
other ftrangcly affefted her fcnfes^ 
could not help thinking it an odd po- 
fition for a parfon cither to preach pr 
pray in, not that (he would have any 
objeAion to it (hould it happen to be 
a new forni of prayer ; fhe therefore 
ran haftily down to get a true infor- 
mation of the matter in hand ; there 
fhe found poor Split-text unable to 
fplit either his text or any thing elfe, 
for he was as motionlefs as if he ha^i 
been fiuck between two branches of 
an oak tree : upon which (he heartily 
joined with her neighbour to get the 
parfon upon his legs. He, poor foyl, 

O2 juft 
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juft JDCginning to recover the ftun he 
received in his fall^ at that ihftant re* 
collefted his bank-note : he had kept 
ine fafe grafp'd in his fift during the 
whole difafter, but being obliged to 
carry his hand a little downward, in 
order to affift Mrs. Bakeloaf in raifing 
him up, he loft nie 5 eager to recover 
his treafure before he ftirred an inch 
from his ground, he Tent his hand in- 
to every hole and cbrqer within his 
reach^ . 

The poor parfon not being fo 
well recovered yet as to clearly diC- 
.tinguiih a cart-wheel from ^ cart- 
horfe, eagerly feijaed on any thing that 
in the leaft refemblcd my rumpled 
jiarcafe. 

Wfew 



t 197 } 

i 

What he got hold of I cannot for 
the life of me imagine, but thinking 
he had found me, and refolving t 
ihould not give him the (lip again, 
he gave fuch a gripe, that the apple- 
monger fet up a fcream loud enough 
to be heard ffom Chariog-crofs to 
Temple-bar. 

The great Danifh writer Baron 
Holberg, from whom the famous 
Moliere, as well as feveral of our* 
Englifh play - manufafturers, were 
glad to fteal the very effence of their 
works, tells us, that women under- 
ftand by the tone of a fcream what 
part of the body is mod particularly 
affedted, which accounts for the 
baker's wife inftantly fnatching the 
parfon's hand from the place whqr« 
he fancy'd he had found his bank- 

O 3 note ; 
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note ; but he refolving not to lofe me 
again, held fo faft, that he brought 
away every thing within his gripe ; 
the amazing pain that the apple- 
feller felt increafed her ftfcngth fo, 
that fhe roU'd the parfon ofF with as 
mUch eafe, as if he had been only a 
three-penny loaf, and jumping up, 
feized on her three-legM ftool with 
delign to fplit the text-fplitter*s fkulL 
'The baker^s wife was then of the fame 
fervice to him a$ Trulla was to Hu- 
dibras, (he beftrode the ftill proftrafe 
prieft, and catching the defcending 
ftool, afk*d the enratgcd apple-vender 
what the devil ail'd her? Ails me, 
fays ihe, look in his hand, a barba- 
rous rafcal ^s he is : O that a man 
(hould ever ufe a poor woman thus \ 
She then fet up the flourilh ufed on 
very difjfterous occafiorts, and fnatch- 

4 ing 
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ing up the leg of a broken chair, 
made another ftroke at poor fpin- 
text's head. Now he by good luck 
was quite recovered, and feeing the 
ftorm going to fall on his pate, 
wifely withdrew it, and kept.it fnug 
under Mrs. Bakeloaf's petticoats, who 
once moredifarm'd his enrag'd anta- 
gonift, and then began an altercation 
with her about the unreafonablcnefs 
of her paflion, whilft the parfon^s 
head was ftewing under her petti- 
coats all the time, where he lay very 
contentedly •, but whether to fave his 
bacon, or becaufe his fituatioh pleas'd 
him, I won^t pretend to fay : I can 
only aver, that he lay as ftill as a 
moufe, till Mrs. Bakeloaf had rea- 
fon*d Dolley Codlin into a little cool- 
er temper. She then raifed poor 

Split-text from the ground, and aflv'd 

him 
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him what he had got in his hand ? 
for his fift was ftill dofe clench'd* 
Got, fays Divinity, I have got my 
bank-note. On which he apeh'd his 
fingers; but never was any man's 
furprize equal to his, when, inftead 
of me, he found his hand full of 
black fluff, refembling the curl'd wool 
with which the ladies quilted- petti- 
coats are ftuff'd : being a man of 
great feeling, though a parfon,he was 
much concerned, fearing he had 
pluckM a great hole in Dolley*s pet.- ., 
ticoat to get fuch a quantity of tl\e 
ftufBng. Now the baker's wife, wha 
knew the wool at firft glance, and had 
always a kind of a fpite againft her. 
neighbour for having better fluff to 
ftitch in the infide of her quilted 
petticoat than herfelf, was p)eas'd to 
, the heart to fee that the church had 

flcec'd 
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Iflecc'd her fo handfomely at one 

"pluck, and therefore began to take 

^his piart tooth and nail ; declaring, if 

lie had not been in a fit, it was im- 

pOflTible for a man of his profeflion 

'c\^er to have done fach a barbarous 

•deed. Fit, fays the apple-vender, 

(ftill fmarting with her lols) it was 

fuch a fit of mifchief as he never can 

^make me amends for, if he lives a 

^thoufand years. She then began to 

j[hake her petticoats, and downdrop'd 

I. The parfon, whofe eyes were every 

'Where in fearch of his note, darted 

Upon me like a hawk upon a lark, 

and holding me tip, with joy faid ta 

t^e baker's wife. You fee my bank- 

Inote was not Far oflT.t In fhort, the 

honeft man, now that his ferifes were 

reftored, and his note recovered, made 

fuch a handfome apology, and feem'd 

? fo 



I 2.02 ] 

& firKcrcly concerned at the barbaroiw 
^ftbn he had unknowingly commit- 
ted^ (for a barbarous adtion be allowed 
it would be edeemed by all nations ex« 
•cept theTurks) thatDoUeyCodlin, the 
apple-vender, feem'd as well fatisfied 
as any poor woman could be under 
fuch.a dreadful misfortune, and own'4 
^hat fhe verily believed that neither he 
nor any of his brethreii would do 
fuch a cruel thing in their fober 
fcnfcs. 

The curate ho fooner got fairly Ojjt 
cf the fruit-cellar, but he took care 
to make ufe of both his eyes the re- 
maining part of his jourjiey home, 
where he arrived fafe and found, ex- 
cept the lofs of all the {kin from the 
^knuckles of the hand that held me 
/o faft 5 but the good foul never felt 

it: 
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it : he fbew'd the note to his wife, 
who was fo much rejoiced, that he 
might have left his knuckles, as well 
as the fkin, behind him, and ihe never 
have perceived it, fo bufy was (he in 
perufmg the contents of my plcafing 
countenance, 

Whilft both parfon and wife were 
agreeably entertaining themfclves with 
viewing my fhapes, and admiring the 
thinnefs of my coat, a relation, an 
apothecary, from London, called in 
to pay them a vifit. He had come 
down the day before to receive ^ 
legacy of a hundred pounds left him 
by an aunt, and would not return 
without paying his refpefts to the 
curate and his wife. Split-text, after 
the firft compliments, alk*d him 
what value his note was of ? The 

apotbe-* 
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^othecary told him twenty pounds, 
and he would be obliged to him to 
let him change ir, becaufc, having 
I'eceived iall his legacy in cafli, the 
weight of the money was rather 
trouble(bme. Thus came I to be 
pop'd into the clyftcr-pipe cafe of the 
little apothecary, that in my firft 
volume got io tumbled about by the 
blind man and his dog. 



End of the Second Volume. 
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